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The present work is intended as a coniiiiiiation of my 
Firsi Middle English Primer; it will, I hope, be welcome, 
not only to those who have already worked with ihe earlier 
book, but also to the more numeious class of students who 
simply wish to acquire the power of reading Chaucer at sight 
in such a way as to do full justice to the metre, and at 
the same time to restore, as far as possible, the genuine 
Middle English pronunciation. 

My grammar is based mainly on Ten Brink's Chancers 
Sprache und Vcrshmst, although, as will be seen, 1 differ 
from him on many questions of pronunciation. As regards 
Vfrlu, vtrtfw, &c., I have adopted Henry Nicol's view (Transs. 
Phil. Soe. 1877-9, ^)' which Ten liiink seems 10 have over- 
looked. In the treatment of the French elements and the 
versification I have followed him more closely, as also in 
the infl eel ions. 

The phonetic transcriptions adJed to the Complaint to 
Pity and the Prologue may seem loo minute and conjectural. 
But in studying a dead language we must adopt some definite 
pronunciation, and it is surely belter that the beginner should 
have the benefit of the knowledge and experience of others— 
I however imperfect the results may be — than that he should 




VI PREFACE. 

difficulty in realising a phonetic notation would do well to 
work through a few pages of my [Primer 0/ Spoken EfigltsJi]. 

To avoid clashing with the volumes of Chaucer extracts 
already published by the Clarendon Press, I have followed 
the advice of that old Chaucer hand, Dr. Furnivall, and 
made my selections mainly from the minor poems, adding, 
however, the greater part of the Prologue to the Canterbury 
Tales, together with an abridgment of the Pardoner s Tale, 
so as to complete the view of the development of Chaucer's 
genius in its chief aspects. 

The text of the last two pieces is based on the Ellesmere 
MS., which certainly comes nearer to Chaucer's own language 
than the Harleian ; that of the others on the one-text editions 
of the Chaucer Society. I have made as little alteration as 
possible in the MSS. texts, although metrical considerations 
made an exact reproduction of any one MS. impossible, and 
I have not hesitated to remove distinctly un-Chaucerian 
spellings wherever they seemed likely to confuse the 
beginner. I have not attempted to forestall the inevitable 
German who, it is to be hoped, will some day give us a 
critical edition of Chaucer, but have contented myself with 
attempting to construct a readable, metrical text. Whenever 
I introduce a conjectural reading, which I have frequently 
had to do in the Minor poems, I give the MS. reading at 
the foot of the page. I need scarcely say I have utilised 
I'en Brink's critical editions of the Complaint to Pity and 
the Prologue. 

Rhiconich, 

23 Aug, 1886. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND 
EDITION 



Ijj this new edition I have been able to utilize Professor 
Skeat's Minor Poems of Ckaucir, and consequently am now 
able to present a much more salisractory text of those minor 
poems included in my selection. If, as one might almost infer 
from Professor Skeat's preface, it was my remark about ' the 
inevitable German ' which induced him to undertake this most 
welcome piece of work, 1 can only say that my little book 
ought to feel itself very much flattered. On the other hand 
I have the pain of kuowing that my playful epithet has given 
offence in some German quarters ; although the majotity of 
German scholars have taken it as it was meant — as a direct 
compliment to German energy, and an indirect reproach to my 
own countrymen, 

I am glad to see that my phonetic treatment of Chaucer's 
language has also iiad a stimulating effect on Professor Skeat, 
\he result of which is his lately published school edition of the 
Prologue, which may be cordially recommended to those who 
are unable to take phonetics except homoeopathic ally. 

In the present edition I have cut out most of the MS. 
readings, as I consider such details superfluous in a book of 
this character. I have, of course, carefully re\ised ihe 
phonetic notation. I have not added any notes, for which I 
must refer the reader to the ediiioiis of Professor Skeat. 

IlKNRY SVVKET, 
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SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER. 

GRAMMAR. 
Chauces was a native of London, and his dialect is the 
London dialect of the second half of the fourteenth centaty, 
which was mainly Midland, mixed, however, with some 
Kentish and South-Western elements. In its grammatical 
forms Chaucer's English is closely allied to that of the 
Ormulum. In its spelling it shows the tame French influence 
as the Ancren Riwle. only stronger. The two main changes 
that took place in the language itself during the fourteenth 
century were (i) the further loss of graramatical forms, and 
(2) the wholesale introduction of French words. 

SPELLING. 



The chief innovations in spelling that look place in the 
course of the fourteenth century (some of which began 
earlier in some parts of (lie country) were the following, 
The sound of (uu) was represented by the French ou, u 
keeping its older value of French u, long and short, as also 
that of short (u) in many cases. But as in writing t 
liable to be confused with some other letters, especially « 
and m, the sound of (u) was, according to French usage, 
expressed by in such words as sane 'son,* somer, world, 
cori=curs 'curse,' &c. As I'was an ambiguous letter, j' — 
again after French usage — was substituted for it, especially 
when in ju.ttaposition with u, a, m, as in wyues=vSves, 
0ni ' fine,' and generally at the beginning and end of words. 
Initial « was often written v, as in vjider. a.wi xM^vsi. i 
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2 GRAMMAR. 

often written as a capital letter. The diphthongs ai, ««, &c., 
were often written ay, aw, especially at the end of words, or 
before a vowel, as in say, lawe, w was also written for u in 
such words as narw, sorw/ul, on the analogy of narwe (plur.) 
and sorwe, where it represented the cons, w. In the con- 
sonants 3 was completely, and p and 5 almost completely 
disused, sch being also gradually supplanted by sh, f was 
no longer allowed to represent the sound of ». y was used 
as a consonant instead of palatal 3. 

In the spelling used in this book, which is in most cases 
that of the Ellesmere MS. of the Canterbury Tales, the 
following letters and digraphs (denoting simple sounds) 
occur : a, h, c, d, <?,/, g, h, i, ie,j, k, I, m, n, 0, p, ph, q(u), r, 
s, t, ih, u, V, w, x,y, z. In the MSS. y hardly ever occurs, 
bemg usually written i or /, or expressed by 5, and u and v are 
used to express both the vowel and the consonant; in this book 
t and j, u and v are distinguished as in the present spelling. 
The long vowels are often denoted by doubling, especially 
in monosyllables, and when final; but / and u are never 
doubled, because of the graphic confusions that would arise. 
In this book diacritical marks have been added to some of 
the letters to distinguish their sounds, giving the following 
additional letters : /, g, d, p, il, u, long vowels being marked 
(■), unless already doubled in the MSS. Silent letters we 
put in italics. 

PRONUNCIATION. 

The following table shows the probable pronunciation of 
the vowels and diphthongs, with approximate key-words : — 

a (a) man as in aha I 

ahal 



ft (aa) 


name 


ai, ay (ai) 


day 


auy aw (au) 


cause 



,, mine. 





^" 


PRONUNCIA nON. 


3 ^1 




(') 


men 


as in 


^1 


Fi.i8,y« 


W 


he, mescliief 


„ 


^H 


I ^ 


w 


del 




^^H 


1 si,ey 


(«i) 


wey 




^^1 


1 Sl,ey 


M 


S«7 




^H 


1 9i.?y 


W 


ktye 




^1 


1 en, 11 


(eeu) 


newe, venii 




^H 


?u 


(lu) 


shewen 




^H 


i,y 


1(0 


kyng 




^H 


i,y 


(«) 


iTf 




^^k 


o 


(») 


on 




stmne (?. ^^H 


a 


(oo) 


gad 




^H 


9 


W 


brgd 




but long. ^H 


oi, oy 


(oi) 


noise 




^H 


=(Bl>) 


(ou) 


noght 




^H 


6u, ow 


(oon) 


growen 




^H 


$a,9W 


(») 


spule 




^H 


n,w, 6 


f(u) 


y6ng, narw 
us 






oo, ow 


(»u) 


hous 




m«th G. ^H 


a 


t(^) 


argument 




^cu ^H 


jilst 




=.widi of F. u. ^^H 


u,iii 


(yy) 


iiscn, fruit 




=/on^' ^. u. ^1 


The 


jronuncialion of ihe ' » 


ealc- e 


n »<2;'/;, &c., is un- ^^^ 


certain, 


iitd it i 


safest to pronounce i 


like the toi mm; ^H 


it probably varied between the e 


ol falhr and that oi fishes. ^^| 


When -ts rhymes on ys, &c-, 


I must, 


of course, be pro- ^^1 


nouncei 


■it. 






^1 




ot quite 


«rLsin, and it is possible ^^H 


that they 


were all 


levellMi under tbe 


(\ia. S 


aiso witb iH, fu, and ^^^| 


wHh ta, («. 






^^1 


The distinction 


of narrow and w 


le 1 ^s 


\rfene& S.^aiM i^<n\«:&K. ^^H 




^ 


B2. 


^^^^^ 






4 GRAMMAR. 

transcriplionsofthe beginning of the sixteenth century — the Welsh h; 
to the Virgin (in Trans. Phii. Soc. 1880-1) beiog apparently still olde 
ia which widei isidecllcal with the Welsh ^. These Imnsciiption 
that I was narrow, = (i), before tlie back conss. k, g, ij (aa in sing) ai 
bcfore^.and when final, and was wide, "(i), elaewhere. Hence w 
with some confidence assume that ic Chaucer's pronunciation the t wag 
narrow in such words as Ihiike, six, Ug, kytig, nyght, many, snd pro- 
bably also in Bucb a word as fitee, where an unaccented 1' is followed 
by a cons, beginning an accented syllable ; and that it was wide in suctl • 
words Si wille, is, silUn, snibben. There is do direct evidence of f 
parallel distinction in » and U, but these vowels no doubt followed Q 
same law as i. 

The distinction between ai and ti, as in day and wey, was probably ' 
still kept up in Chaucer's pronunciation, but the two diphthongs were 
begiimtng to be confuted, probably through the a of ai being niodified 
nearly to the sound of onr vowel in man. 

i and S were probably pronotmced very close, approximating to 
1 and H respectively. 

nugit, Si-C, is often written naagit; the former spelling is adopted 
here to prevent confnsion with i/a = (nu), this diphthong eu only 
Qccuiring before gA. 

As regards the consonants, it is necessary to pronounce 
the doubled ones really double, slnne ' sun ' as in ' penknife ' 
not as in 'penny.' So also in a/k, sillen. ssh between 
vowels, as m/resshe, seems lo mean (fj), but tlie doubling of 
the J when the jA is final, as in fissli, was unmeaning, The 
doubled cons, in French words were often pronotmced single, 
especially in unaccented syllables, as in lirattnyt ; also U 
such words as boilkn. 

Most of the consonants were pronounced as in the present 
English, c had ihe two sounds of (k) and (b) as at present, 
and was silent in the combination se in such words as 
science, conscience. In all cases where ^ had the 'soft" sound 
(dg) it is marked ^f in this took, g m ng seems to have 
been always distinctly soiinded ; as it still is in such words 
as longer. Double gg, as in tgge 'edge,' was probably, 
=(ddg), cch being =(tl/), as in cacchen ' catch.' 
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PRONUNCIA TION. 

h was silent in honest, honour, humble and some otlier 
French words, just as it is in the present English. It was- 
further liropped in unaccented words, such as hi, halh, htm,, 
these words keeping; the h when emphatic and accented. 

r was always a strong trill, as in Scotch. 

The vowel i', y was often pronounced as the cons. j/. 
when preceded by certain conss., especially /, t 
followed by a vowel, as in many a man, gfgrie, faviUUir, 
condicioun, such a word as the last having in poetry some- 
times four, sometimes only three syllables. U in French 
words, such as hoillen, vilaUle, was perhaps sometimes pro- 
nounced lyi^y cons.) but it was generally = simple /. French 
gn, as in compaignye, Boloigne, was perhaps sometimes pro- 
nounced ny {y cons.), but in familiar pronunciation it was= 
simple «, preceded either by a diphthong, as in the two 
instances just cited, or by a long vowel, as in sjg}ie={sune), 
digniUe ={diinitee). 

gh had two distinct pronunciations. After the front vowels^ 
t, i it had the sound of German ch in ieh, as in sireighl, fugk, 
brygJU. This front gh was vocalized into consonantal y 
before a vowel, and then generally dropt, as in the plural hye. 
The other gh had (he sound of German ch in n«fA,=the 
German ch in ach rounded. Hence it is always preceded 
either by (uu), as in ynough, plough, or by u forming the 
second element of a diphthong. This u is always written 
after a, as in taughle, laughter, while after o it is sometimes 
written, sometimes left to be inferred from the following gh, 
as in trogh, trough, thoghtt, ihoughle. This gh was often 
dropped before a vowel, especially after (uu), as in the plural 
ynmut. 

s had the two sounds (s) and (z), as in the present English. 
But final s was always (s) not only in such words e 
the present /(««, but also in his, was, ftc. 
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So also finaiywas always (f) in of, ya/=l\\& present of, 
gave, as well as in s!af=slaff. 

Ih always had the sound of (Jj), not only in such words as 
thing, but also in I?ie, this, then, &c. In foreign words, such 
as apolhecSrie, it probably had the sound of /, especially in 
proper names. 

J and th were voiced (z, S) between vowels or vowels and 
voiced consonants, as in h^mses (huuzes)=A«Mv'.t and h 
erihe ' earth.' 

As a general rule every written consonant must be i 
nounced. Tliis applies especially to the i in hi-, and the ti 



Stress. 

There are tbree main degrees of stress or accent; Btroi 
balf-stroDg, and weak. In such a word as marlyrdc 
first syllable is strong, the second weak, the last half-strong. 
In the texts we mark strong stress by (■) at the beginning of 
the syllable when necessary. In poetry the strong and half- 
strong stresses were allowed to change places where this was 
required by the metre, so that martyrdom could be pro- 
nounced with the strong stress on the last syllable. So also 
creature in poetry may have the strong stress either on the 
first or the third syllable, the second and fourth being always 
weak. Other examples are riscun, nature. The popular 
tendency in these words was no doubt to throw the stress 
back as much as possible. Even weak syllables often take 
the strong stress away from an adjoining strong syllable 
in poetry. Such weak syllables are called aocentuable. 
Final e, as in name, is never acccntuable. Examples of 
accentuable weak syllables are afforded by the second 
syllables of wSrlhy, sytigj'nge, frendshipe. Stress-shiflii 
to a naturally weak syllable at the beginning of a line 
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PHONOLOGY. 

metrical pause (czesura) should be softened down as much as g 
possible by giving the two syllables a nearly equal stress, as 
in Pity 59 sh^wilh, Prol. 125 a/ler. Stress- shifting on 10 the 
rhyme-syllable must, of course, be marked by a more emphatic 
stress, as in Pity 32 sSdtynly. These are the three places in , 
which stress-shifting is most frequent. 



PHONOLOGY. 



QrUantity. 

The most important change that took place in the fourteenth 
century was the lengthening of accented short vowels before a 
single consonant followed by a vowel, as in name, §tm, by/gre. 
i and a, however, were not lengthened : wrt'len, sStte. . 
Rfonosyllables generally kept their short vowels, which are I 
lengthened when a vowel is added in inflection or otherwise :M 
inial, plur. smdle, bath, plar. bathes, balhen verb. If the coaa 
is doubled when a vowel is added, there is, of cc 
lengthening of the preceding vowet : al, plur, alle. 

r, I, n in a following syllable seem often to have kept! 
vowels short, as '\n fader, fader, heven, hfven, as also j/ : many,\ 



I as ^^H 
, as [ 

he 

tic 

I 



Long vowels were probably more 1 
IS in have nviien used as an auxilisry. 



r less shortened when nnaccenCed,, I 
7t Otherwise nmde unempbatic 



Accented vowels were lengthened before ng, nd, mb, 
Ijing, blyni, clymben, except that (' and a were short before ng: 
syagen, iSngen ptc. 

Vowels. 
The distinction between close and open i and ;, d and g il 

most easily learnt from the present spelling, in which, a 
general rule, the close vowels are represented by «, I'e, oo. 
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1 

d, 
is 

I 

e, 

IS 

i 



in set, /eel, field, too, »i(w?(= Chaucerian sin, fehn, /eld, i 
mdne, the open by e, ea, o, oa, oe, as in rede, sea, s/oiie, broad, 
_/fff=Cbaacerian r^d, j/, sign, brgd, fg. Note, too, tliat o is 
pronounced (uu) in ihe present English, g being pronounced 
(ou). 

In who, two, womb the d has developed out of older g byM 
ihe influence of the w. 

Close and open « and 5 are generally separated in rhyme, 
except finally, where e is allowed to rhyme on /, and d on g 
because otherwise there would not be rhymes enough. Thus 
S! can rhyme on sl^ ' shy,' htid on sg, &c. 

Older ogh regularly becomes otigh, as in plough, jmough. 

Old-English y is generally represenied by the Midland f,^ 
as in bisy, syrme, but also by the South -East- Midi and and 
Kentish e, as in besy=h'sy, kessen, and further by the Wesl- 
Saxon U, as in bOsy, CaunlerbUry. 

The French » was regtilarly diphthongized into iu when 
final or followed by a vowel, which pronunciation is here 
written A, as in verlU. crit^t. The latter word is, indeed, 
often written crewel. i 

CoiiBoii&ntfi. I 

Double consonants are written single when final, thus to the 
plur, alk corresponds al in the sing. Conss, that were origi- 
nally single are doubled between vowels in some words : God, 
gen. Goddes, ship, plur, sht'ppes. 

Final unaccented n is often dropped in inflections, such 
as the infinitive bynde[n), pret. pi. herddfl), and in derivate 
syllables, as in ofte(n). In the following frequent, mostly 
unemphatic words, it is regularly dropped before consonants 
(except A), and kept before vowels and h : gn, an, myn, thyn. 
So also frg is generally used instead of from before con 
The n of on is dropt in o lo/i < aloft." 



PHONOLOGY. 

XTnaecented e. 

The unaccented e in such words as name, grine lives, was 
still pronounced in Chaucer's lime, but was beginning to 
drop out. Hence, although generally preserved strictly in 
rhyme, it is often dropped in the body of the verse whenever 
it suits tbe metre. It was, besides, more or less regularly 
dropped in accordance with certain laws. In this book the 
silent fs are put in italics. i 

The most important of these laws is, that two ' weak ' (com- | 
pletely unaccented) es were, as a general rule, not allowed 
in two successive syllables, one of them being consequently 
dropped. Ihvs/ether has ^\ai. /ether es, often written y^/Arw, 
fvere was pronounced either /s'rf OTfver, never as a trissyllable. 
Even after a half-strong syllable there was a tendency lo drop 
a weak e. In this way the dropping of a final e often depends 
on the position of the accent ; thus, when such words as 
nature, matters retain their French accent on the middle 
syllable, the final e is always kept, but when the accent is 
thrown back to the first syllable, it is regularly dropped. 

There was also a tendency to drop weak e in subordint 
words, such as hire, Ihise ' these,' w^re, before ; in these I 
words, indeed, and in some others, it is always silent. It is 
kept in writing, pardy because it was probably sounded in 
the emphatic pronunciation of these words, partly because 
it in some cases was a guide to the pronunciation. Thus 
ihe final e of Ihise shows that it was pronounced (jj/z), and 
so distinguishes it from the sing- //wj=(j)is). 

There is also a strong tendency to drop final i in such 
words as sbne ' son,' wSne ' habit,' and in participles such as 
wri'fe, cSme, which have dropped their final /i— that is, after a 
single cons, preceded by short t or «. But these re seem to 
have been kept in rhyme. 

Thil was ptobibly the result of an unconsci<ra.5 de^t '.•i ^f^. • 
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short accented syllablesi which, through the general lengthening of 
short vowels before single consonants in such words as name, had come 
to be in the minority. 

Some words, lastly, had originally two fornis, one with, 
the other without a final e ; such words are here, her^ and 
th^e^ th§r. 

Other weak vowels besides e are dropt in some words. 
Thus the u in Jerusalem was silent, that is was contracted 
into thats, this is into this\ 

In verse, a final weak e was regularly dropt before another 
vowel beginning the next word, and, of course, before silent 
hy whether in such French words as humble^ or in unemphatic 
words such as his, or in unaccented syllables, as in hartleys 
when the stress is on the last syllable. Hiatus was freely 
allowed after the, and «^= ' neither,' but not after «^=*not,* 
nor generally in other words, except after a pause. 

Other vowels were occasionally elided in verse before a 
vowel, especially those of mei the, to, as in WLawr^ke, fabyden. 

INFLECTIONS. 

SUBSTANTIVES. 

The only regular inflections are the -es of the genitive 
singular, and of the plur., in which the gen. is the same as 
the * common ' case (nominative). Substantives with irregular 
plurals form the gen. plur. by adding es to the common case 
plural : — 

Sing. Com. foul * bird ' man 

Gen, foules mannes 

Plur. Com, foules men 

Gen, foules mennes 

When -es rhymes onys &c., it is often written -ys. 

The e is often dropped when an unaccented syllable pre- 



ADJECTIVES. II a 

cedes, as in hevents, Jaders {also /ddres), Iddyex, ladys, after I 
vowels, as in /gs, and in French words, such as servaunU, 
often written servaunts. peny has plur./^nj. 

Originally feminine nouns, such as lady, cMrchc, often keep 
their old geniuve, which in these words is the same as the J 
common case : his lady gract, the chircke dgrt. Names 1 
ending in s are often uninflected in the gen., such as Troilus, I 
Venus. So also herilage, and some other French words. Aill 
native subst. ending in s,J\ th vocalize these conss. into (2,1 
8, v) before -es : wjf, gen. and plur. wyves. I 

The following substantives are invariable in the plural : 1 
folk, hors, kyn,mdnfie, nit, ' cs.itlc,' nygAl, pound, ship, sTtiyn, M 
thyng, winter,yfr. But the regular plurals monies, IhyngeifM 
yires also occur, fol as a measure is invariable in the plur.J 
French words ending in hisses are often invariable in thel 
plur. ; COS, vers{es). I 

The following show vowel-change : titan, men; wSmman.m 
wbmmen ; fbt,fit ; gos, ges ; tiiih. tcth. I 

The following form their plurals in -{«)» : asshe ; deghlerm 
(iogklren), fg (_/iw(), hgu, oxe, sho {than), susUr {suslreri), ytM 
' eye.' The regular plurals shos, sustres aJso occur, brother^ 
has piur. brethren, and ehild has plural children. ■ 

ADJECTIVES. I 

Adjectives have a strong and a weak form, which latter I 

is formed by adding e, and a plur. formed also in e: I 

Strong Sing, god Weak Sing, gode I 

Strong Plur. gSde Weak Plur. gode I 

The weak form is used after the definite article : IheylhigtM 

sSnne, and other demonstratives: this tike mSnk ' this samel 

monk,' possessive pronouns: nty su'grne brother, and as 9m 

vocative : live brother ! But if an attributive ad^OiiN^ 'a 'Sf'fl 
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after its subst. it keeps the strong form : on the morwt grey, 
now lady bryghi I 

Adjectives in -^, such as niwe, are of course invariable, as 
also are such dissyllabic adjectives as cursed, honest. 

The comparative ends in -er (invariable), and the superla- 
tive in -esty which is declinable, grgt com^^its gretter, gretiest. 
The following are irregular : 



gld 


elder 


eldest 


god 


better 


best 


?vel 


werse 


werst 


muche(l) 


mgre 


mgst 


litel 


lasse 


l^st 


Igng 


lenger 


lengest 


mgre has plur. mg. 








NUMERALS. 


CARDINAL. 




ORDINAL. 


I gn, 9 




firste 


2 two, tweye, tweyne 


other, secounde 


3 thre 




thridde 


4 foure 




ferthe 


6 ^, O^e 




fifte 


6 six, sixe 




sixte 


7 sev^ne 






8 eighte 






9 nyn^ 






lo ten 




tenthe 


II elev^ie 






12 twelf, twelve 




13 threttene 




threttenthe 


14 fourtene 






15 fiftene 







PRONOUNS, 13 

16 sixtene 

17 seventene 

18 eightetene 

19 nyn^tene 

20 twenty 
30 thritty 
40 fourty 

100 hondred 
1000 thousand. 

The fuller lox\xi% fyve, &c. are generally used when the 
numeral stands alone, or is put after its substantive. 

PRONOUNS. 

The personal pronouns have two cases, nominative and 
objective, and are declined thus : — 

SINGULAR. 

N(mi, f thou 

Ohj, me the 

PLURAL. 

Nom. we ye 

Ohj. US you 

SINGULAR. 

Masc. Neut, Fern. 
Nom. he (h)it she 

Obj. hym (h)it hir^ 

^ \: -^ 

PLURAL. 

Nom, they 

Obj, hem 

/ is really the unaccented form of tch^ but this fuller form 
is rarely used by Chaucer. 
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thou is sometimes run on to a preceding verb, as in shall 
= shall thou. 

Tlie plur. ye, you is often used as a sing, in respecl 
address. 

The reflexive pronoun is often the simple pronoun, but 
generally sel/{selven, selve) is added : my-self, thyself, hym-self 
(masc. and neut.), hir^-self, ouTt-5el/,youre-self, hem-self. 

The poBHesBivea are 'ny(«), lhy[ti), his masc. and neut., 
hire, oure,youre, here. 

myn and thyn drop their final « before conss. except h, 
keeping it when ibey follow their subst. : Grisilde mynf 
They have plur. viyne, thyne, as in children mytte; when they 
preceile their subsl. the plur. in e only appears before a 
vowel, where it is, of coursej elided, as in myne yen. The 
plur. of his is often written htse, but the e is never sounded. 

The absolute (predicative) forms of the possessive pronouns 
are : myn, thyn, his, hires, oures,youres, htres. 

The old indefinite vte ' one ' still survives, but 
is generally substituted for it, as in Prol. 149. 

Demonstratives, thai, plur. ihg. this, plur. thise. IhiU 
is used in the sense of 'the' in that ilke 'the same'=/A(7fe 
(for the ilke). like ' same,' Ihis ilke, Sec. The definite article 
the is indeclinable, swieh, such, has plur, staiche adjectivi 
swiche substantival. 

Interrogatives. Norn, wAd, Obi. whom. Possessive 
which, plur. whiche. whether, ' which of two ? '. As a c( 
junction whether is often contracted into whfr. 

Belatives. mhich is sometimes used as a gen. 
Prol. 4 : of which verlu, ' from whose virtue." the tiihicff 
who and that are also used as relatives, as also the com- 
pounds which-that, the which-that, thai-he, thal-his, thai- 
him, &c. 

Indefinites, gn.ngn.any. sSni,pliiv.sSfnc. sSm-whal. otl 
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;d. 

3uns I 

"V 

that ' 
hilke 
■tide 
:tivB^^H 

i 

com- 
thai- 

oth^^^ 



BIhres, plur. olhre. al, plur. alk, al being generally used as a 
plur, before the def. article, demonslratives, and possessives t 
al Iht wordes, al thyfrsndes. al also preserves the old strong 
gen. plur. in combinations such as kert alter cappe (Prol. 
586), alder-besl 'best of aU.' eyikcr, neylher, gen. ^Ihi 
neytlKres. ick, dat. ^cke. pisrich-gn. many, plur. mat^, 
many a{n). might, nghi. natight, noght. 

VERBS. 

There are two classes of verbs, strong and weak, the former ' 
conjugated by means of vowel-change in the root, the latter ] 
by the addition of rf (/}. 

The following paradigm of the strong verb bynden will J 
show the genera! scheme of endings 

INDICATIVE. 

Pra. sing. 1. bynd-e 

2. bynd-est 

3. bynd-eth 
plur. bynd.e(n) 

Fret. sing. 1. bpnd 

2. bounde; bgnd 

3. bgnd 
plur. bourde(n) ; bgnd 

Imper. sing, bynd ; plur. bynde(th), bynd, Infin, b7nde(n). 
Parl.pres. bynd-ynge; prei. (j')bounde(n), 

Some verbs have a gerund in -ne, which often drops the e, 
and is thus confused with the tn&nittve: lo d5n{e), to seyn{t) 1 
'say.' 

It will be observed that there is a tendency to extend the 
singular forms to the plur., especially in the pret. indie, and 
imperative. The tendency to drop final n also helps to level 
the endings, especially in the whole of the subjunctive. The , 
only fixed endings are -e, -tit, -elh^ -J"^t- 
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SUBJUNCnVB. 

bynd-e 

bynd-e 
b^nd-e 

bynd-e(n) 
bound-e 
bound-e 
bound-e 
bounde(n) 




1 6 GRAMMAR. 

STRONG VERBS. 

In these the 2nd sing. pret. indie, and the whole pret. 
subj. originally always had the vowel of the pret. plur. indie. : 
thou houndey if he bounde^ &c., agreeing with we hounden ; but 
in most verbs the 2nd sing. pret. indie, is levelled under the 
two other persons of the sing. : thou drank instead of thou 
drdnht. The e of the 2nd sing. pret. indie, is not sounded 
except in verbs of the 3rd conjugation. 

The endings ^est and -eth often drop their vowel : lyest and 
lytst^ cbmeth and cbmth, '{d)deih and -i/jteth when contracted 
become -/, long vowels being shortened: sRdeth^ slit ; biddeih, 
dit; fyndeth, fynt) biteth, bit] m^teth * dreams,' met. -seth 
becomes -j/, with vowel-shortening : riseth^ rist. 

The -en of the infin. drops its e in some verbs, especially 
those ending in a vowel : sen * see,' sl^n * slay.' 

The -en of the part. pret. often does the same, especially 
after vowels and r, / : slayn^ hgrn^ stgln. It often drops its «, 
especially when / or u precedes, in which case the e is also 
dropt, though kept in writing ; cSmty drivt. The part. pret. 
often, though not necessarily, takes the prefix _>/. 

The following are the chief strong verbs. ' Weak ' forms 
are marked with a star. 

I. * Fall '-conjugation. 



PRES. 




PRET. 


INFIN. 


falle 




fel, fil 


fallen 


walke 




welk', *walked^ 


*walked 


l§te« 




let 


l^ten 


slepe 




slep, *slepte 




wepe 




wep, *wepte 




l§pe 




lep 






» P. F. 


297. * Imp< 


vt. /f/, lai. 





VERBS. 




growe 


grew 






growen 


blgwe 


blew 






blgwen 


hglde 


held 






hglden 


hgnge 


heng 






hgngen 


hgie {he callei) 


het, *hight( 


5 S *hette '^ 


hgten 


kngwe 


knew 






kngwen 


thrgwe 


threw 






thrgwen 




II. ' Sha.ke '• 


•conjugation. 


bake 








baken 


for-sake 


-s5k 






-saken 


shake 


shok 






shaken 


shape 


shop 






shapen 


take 


tok 






taken 


wake 


wok 






waken 


sw§re 


swor 






swgren 


stgnde 


stod 






stgnden 


drawe 


drow 






drawen 


laughe 


lough 






laughen 


sl§ 


slough 


, slow 


slawen 


h§ve 


haf 






— 


wasshe 


wessh 






wasshen 


waxe, wexe 


wex 






woxen 




III. * Bind ' 


-oonjugation. 


bynde 


bgnd; 


pi 


bounden 


bounden 


fynde 


fgnd ; 


pL founden 


founden 


grynde 








grounden 


wynde 


wgnd; 


PL 


wounden 


wounden 


clymbe 


clgmb 


\pl 


. clomben ^ 


' clomben 
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^ Also used as a pres., especially in the shorter form hight, 
• P. F. 436. ' Also cloumbm (?). 
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rynge 


rgng ; pi. rongen 


r5ngen 


synge 


sgng ; //. songen 


songen 


sprynge 


sprgng; //. sprongen 


sprongen 


stynge 


stgng ; pi. stongen 


stongen 


thryiige 


thrgng; //.throngen 


throngen 


wrynge 


wrgng; //. wrongen 


wrongen 


drynke 


drank ; //. dronken 


dronken 


synke 


sank ; //. s6nken 


sonken 


shrynke 


shrank 


— 


stynke 


stank ; //. st6nken 


stonken 


swynke {labour) 




swonken 


bi-gynne 


-gan ; pL -gonnen 


-gonnen 


Wynne 


wan ; //. wonnen 


wonnen 


swymme 


swam ; pi. swommen 


swommen 


renne 


ran ; //. ronnen 


ronnen 


kerve 


karf ; pi. korven 


korven 


starve (die) 


starf ; pi. storven 


storven 


delve 






helpe 


halp ; //. holpen 


holpen 


swelle 


swal 


swollen 


yelde 




yolden 


breste (burst) 


brast ; //. brosten 


brosten 


fighte 


faught ; //. foghten 


foghten 




IV. * Bear '-conjugation. 


b§re 


bar, ber 


bgren 


br^ke 


brak • 


brgken 


sh§re 




shgren 


sp^ke 


spak ; pi. speken 


spgken 


st^le 


stal 


stglen 


t§re 


tar 


tgren 


trgde 


trad 


trgden 



VERBS. 
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w^ve 


wat 


wgven 


wr^ke 




wrgken, wr^ken 


come 


cam, com ; //. camen 


comen 


n^me {fdki) 


nam, nom 


nomen 




V. * Give '-conjugation. 


§te 


et ; //. eten 


§ten 


g^te 


gat 


ggten 


m§te (measure) 


mat 


mgten 


bidde 


bad 


b^den 


sitte 


sat, set 


s§ten 


yive 


yaf 


yiven 


lye 


lay ; //. leyen 


leyen 


se 


say, saugh 


seyen, sene 


(qu^the) 


quoth, quod 


— 




VI. ^ Shine '-conjugation. 


agrise {6e terrified) agrgs 




bide 


bgd 


biden 


bite 


bgt 


biten 


dr^ve 


drgf 


dryven 


glide 


glgd 


gliden 


gnlde (r«3) 


gngd 


gniden 


ride 


rgd ; pi riden 


riden 


lyve [tear) 


rgf 




rise 


rgs 


risen 


shyne 


shgn 




shryve 




shryven 


smyte 


smgt 


smyten 


stride 


strgd 




strive 


strgf 


stryven 


write 


wrgt ; //. writen 
c 2 


writea 



ao 
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VII. 


* Choose '-conjugation. 


chese {choose) 


ch§s ; pi, chgsen 


chgsen 


cleve 


♦clefte 


clgven 


crepe 


cr^p; *crepte ; //.crgpen crgpen 


lese {loose) 


*loste 


l9r(e)n, *lost 


shete {shoot) 




shoten 


sethe 


— 


soden 


louke {Jock) 


— 


loken 


flye, fle {fly) 


fleighjfley; ^/.flgwen 


flgwen 


fle {flee) 


fleigh, fley, *fledde 


— 


drye {suffer) 


/^ drfen * 


— 


bede {bid) 


bad 


— 



bede owes its pret. bad to confusion with bidden (conj. 5), 

WEAK VERBS. 

There are two conjugations of weak verbs: (i) those 
with pret. in -de {-te) ; (2) those with pret. in -ede {-ed). 

Conjugation I. 

INDICATIVE. SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Pres, sing. i. her-e her-e 

2. her-est her-e 

3. her-eth her-e 
flur. her-e(n) her-e(n) 

Prel, sing, i. herd-e herd-e 

2. herd-est herd-e(st) 

3. herd-e herd-e 
plur, herd-e(n) herd-e(n) 

Imper, sing, her(e) ; plur, her-eth, her(e). Infln. here(n). 
Pari, pres, her-ynge ; prel, (y)herd. 

» P. F. 251. 
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The endings -es/ and -elk are contracted as in the strong 
verbs : sstteth, set, etc. 

The d of the pret. and part. pret. hecomea / after l,p, s,/: 
greten, gTetle: kepen, kepte; kissen, kisle; Ipen, la/li. Final 
-li in the part. pret. is written -/; -rdd, -Idd-, -jidd- become 
-ri-, -It-, -nt- respectively: gfrde, girte, girt; hilde, bilte, 
bill; wende, wente, wejil. -de, -d also become -te, -l after 
simple i(l), n{n)'. /elen,/iltei dwellen, dwelle; mpien, menle; 
brennen ' bum,' 6renlf. -IM- becomes dd in kilhin ' make 
known,' iidde, kid (part, also kUhed). 

Many verbs shorten long vowels in the pret. and part, 
pret.: !iere, herde, herd; fekn, felte; milen, mette; wenm 
' think,' wende. 

The following change g to a in the pret, and part. preL: 
drfden, draddt; liden, ladde; l^ven, lajii; r^den 'advise,' 
■ read ' radde ; rpm, ra/le ; spriden, spradde. dgthm has 
claddt, clad, but also clothed. 

The following show consonantal irregularities: 

drmchen, dreynte. qtimchen, queyjilt. sprengen ' sprinkle,' 

bringen, brogkU. i^tn, beyen ' buy,' boghte, caccken, caughte. 
recckm ' care,' rogkte. r[chen ' reach,' raughle. siien, sieien, 
soghte. shrlken, shrigkte {shri/tedn), slrecchtn, siraug?i/e. 
lichen, taughte. Ihtnken, thencken ' think,' Ihoghte. Ihynken 
' seem,' thoghU. werken, wroghie. 

feeehen ' ietch,'_/f//i;. 



Fra, sing. 
pJur. 



I 
I 



Conjugation 


II. 


IJJDlCATlVi!. 


Sl'BJUHCTiVE. 


1. 15v-e 


I6v^ 


2. lov-est 


16v-e 


3. lov-eth 


I6v-e 


16v-e(n) 


16v.e(n) 
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Prei. sing. i. 16v-ed^ 16v-ed^ 

2. lov-edest 16v-ede(st) 

3. 16v-ed^ 16v-ed^ 
plur, 16v-ed(en) 16v-ed(en) 

Imper, sing. 16v-e ; plur, lov-eth. Infin, 16v-e(n). 

Part pres, lov-ynge ; prei, (y)16v-(e)d. 

The full ending -eden of the pret. is rare. 

The pret. is often contra9ted ^o Idvede. 

The shortened pkrt. pret. 'is rare, except in French verbs 
with the stress on the first syllable: armed, j/punissAed={-^\jiy 
Not in cariedy studied &c. 

maken has pret. mdkedt, rnddty part, ^retymad, 

qulten * requite ' has part. pret. quit. 



STRONG-WEAK VERBS. 

INDICATIVE. SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Pres. sing. i. can conne 

2. canst conne 

3. can conne 
plur. c6nne(n); can c6nne(n) 

Pret, kouthe, koude. Infin, c6nne(n). 

So also : 

ddr, darst\ dorste. 

may, myght (mayst\ pi. mowe{n), Pres. subj. mowe, Pret. 
tnyghte, 

mot * must/ mosty moten ; mdste, 

gw€, gwesty gweth ; oghte, 

shaly shalt, shulleny shul(en)] sholde, 

wgt ' know/ wgst, wite{n), Imper. wite, Pret. wiste. Inf. 
witen, Partt. witynge, wist. 
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A similar verb is 

wil, wdl, wi'l/y wdl/y wil{en)y wbl(en). Subj. wiUy wolle, 
Pret. wolde. Part. Pret. wold» So also nyl * will not/ pret 
nolde, 

IRREGULAR VERBS. 

am^ arty is; plur. de{n), rarely ar{n), Subj. 3^. Pret. was, 
W£re, wasy w^re{n), Subj. pret. w^re, Imper. be] beth. 
Infin. be{n). Part, be-ynge] be(n). So also wfl;w *am not/ 
niSy naSy n§rt. 

hdvCy havty hast, hathy plur. Mve{n)y Mn, han, 2nd pers. 
plur. also haveth. Pret. haddcy hade. Part. pret. had, 

do y dost y doth i don, Subj. flfJ. Pret. </iif!?. Imper. dd\ doth, 
Infin. ^J(w). Gerund to done, Partt. doynge ; </J(«). 

ifi^, ^M ^^^'^j SM' ^^^^- wenteyyede. Inf. ^X^). Partt. 



KEY TO THE PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION. 



For the vowels see p. 2. 

The only consonant-symbols that require explanation are : 

q as in ich G. 
8 „ /^en 

j „ >'0U 

J „ fi^>^ 

X ,, 2iuch G. 
5 „ meanire. 

The stress is marked as follows : 

The first syllable of a group is sfrong (s.) when no mark 
is prefixed ; if ( - ) is prefixed, it is weak (w.) ; if ( ; ) is pre- 
fixed, it is exfra strong (es.). Unmarked syllables which do not 
begin a group are weak. Half -strong (hs.) stress is marked ( : ). 

The following, therefore, is the accentuation of the first line 
of the Complaint to Pity : 

w. es, w.hs.w. s, hs. s.w s« 
-pi ;tee -}>at:iiav souxt :so jora go. 



TEXTS. 
L 

COMPLAINT TO PITY. 

i'. Pite that i hav^ soght sg ygre a,ggg, 
with herte sggre and ful of besy peyne, 
that in this world was n^ver wight sg wgg, 
withoute d^th — and yf i shal nat feyne, 
my purpos was to Pite to compleyne 5 

upon the cnieltee and tiranwye 
of Lov^, that for my trouthe doth me dye. 

2. And whan that I, by lengths of certeyn y^res, 
hadd^ ^vere-in-^gn a tyme soght to spgke, 

to Pitee ran i, al bespreynt with t^res, lo 

to preyen hir on cnielte m^ awr^ke; 
but §r i myght with any word outbroke, 
or tellen any of my peynes smerte, 
X fgnd hir d^d and biiried in an herte. 

3. Adoun i fel, whan that I saugh the herse, 15 
d§d as stgn, whil that the swough me laste; 

but up i rggs with colour ful dyverse, 

and pitously on hir myn yen caste, 

and n§r the cors 1 gan to pr^sen faste, 

and for the sgiile i shop me for to preye: ao 

I nas but \gm — th^r was ng mgre to seye. 



COMPLAINT TO PITY, %*] 



1. -pi ;tee -))at:iiav souxt :so jora go, 
-w/]) herte sor -and f«llof bezi peine, 
-J>at:m]?/s w«rld -was n£ver:wigt:so wd, 
-w/tS:uute ds]? and:/'fii:Jalnat feine, 

-mii p«rpos:was -tcx) piteetookwm pleine 5 

-u:ponf>e:kreeuel teeanditj'ra niie 

-of 'Iwv -}?at:formii troouSe doo)>mee diie, 

2. -and:whanj)at:ii, -bii lerjtSof sertein jsres, 
-had:£vrm on -a tiime souxttoo spske, 

-too pitee ranii, albe spreintwi")? teres, 10 

-too preienh/r -onikreeuel teema wrske; 
. -b«t Eriiimi^twi")? ani woorduut brske, 
-or telleniani -ofmii peines smerte, 
-ii fondh/r dsd -and byrjedman herte. 

3. -a duunii fel, -whan:f)atii sauxjje herse, 15 
;d££das ston, :whiil:]7at]7e swuuxmee laste; 

-b«t j/pii ros, -w/]> kuluur:f«lldi verse, 

-and p/tuusli -on h/rmiin iien kaste, 

-and:n£r)3e kors -iiigantoo prssen faste, 

-and:for}?e soul -iiijoopmeefortoo preie: ao 

-ii:nasb2<t lorn — -]7£r:was:n3 mortoo seie. 
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4. Thus am i slayn, sith that Pite is d§d. 
Al/as that day, that %vex hyt sholde falle ! 
what maner man dar now hgld^ up his h§d? 

to whom shal any sorwful herte calle? 25 

now Cnielte hath cast to slg§n us alle, 

in ydel hgp^, folk r§del§s of peyne — 

syth she is d§d, to whom shul we compleyne? 

5. But yet encr^seth me this wonder newe, 

that n9 wight w^gt that she is d^d but i, 30 

S9 many men as in her tym^ hir knewe; 

and yet she dyed noght sg sodeynly; 

for i havtf soght hir ay ful besyly 

sith first i hadde wit or mannes mynde; 

but she was d^d §r that 1 koud^ hir fynde. 35 

6. Abouttf hir herstf th^r^ stoden lustyly 
withouten any wgg, as thoghte me, 

« 

Bounte par'fyt, wel arm^d and richely, 

and fresshe Be^iute, Lust, and Jolyte, 

asjQred Maner, Youths, and ^oneste, 40 

Wi&'dom, Estaat, and Dr§d, and Governaunce, 

confedred bgth^ by bgnd and al/iaunce. 

7. A compleynt had !, writen, in myn hgnd, 
for to han put to Pitee as a bille, 

but whan i al this company^ th^r fgnd, 45 

that rather wolden al my cause spille 
than do me help^, i held my pleynte stille; 
for to that folk, withouten any fayle, 
withoute Pitee may ng bill^ availe. 

55. hir ever. 



COMPLAINT TO PITY. 

:l)ttsiamii slain -s;']J:j)alpi tee« dfd. 

-a lasjiat dai, -^tX ivrhdj'olde Tallel 

:what:mHner man ;daar nuuihald apjs htd? 

-too whooniJal:ani sor(u)rttl herte kalie ? 

aiuuikreeuel tee -hafi kasttoo sknws al!e, 

-m iidel hap, :folk rtdelEsof peine — 

-sif Jeejs did, *too whom Jul iweekum pleine? 



-bat:jeten krEse)Jnnee]HS wander neeue, 
-f>at nowi^t wot -J3at:|ee(s dtdbwt ii, 
j-SD mani men -as;iher tiimir kneeue; 
-and;jetjee diied:nouKt:s3 swdeinlii; 
-for:iiav soustt'r ai -f/*! bezilii, 
-Sj]j;f(Vsiii:hadde w('t -or mannes miindc; 
-batrfeewas dtd :£r;]3atii:kuudir fiinde. 



-a:buut>r hers '])£r stooden lustili 

-witS:uuten:ani wa, -as ]H)uxle mee, 

buun tee: par f("t, :weel armd -and ri'l/eli, 

-and frej/e beeuiee, last -and;d3oli tee, 

-a syyred maner, juuS -andones tee, ^ 

Lwtz doom -e9 taaC -and dad -and:guver naunse, 

7-kon fedrediboSbii b3udand:a1i aunse. 



-a kwnipleinl;hadii writen -inmiin bond, 
-foritoohan paltoo pitee -asa bille, 
-but:whanii al)))"s:kwnpa niilJEr fand, 
-jjat raaSerwolden almii kauze spj'lle 
-than;doomee help, -iiiheeldmii pleinte stiUe; 
-for:ioof?at folk, -wi^iuuLenani faile, 
j-wi'Cmute ;pitee ;[nai:n3 btlla vaile. 
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8. Than l^v^ I al this^ vertii^ sav^ Pite, 50 

kep'yngtf the cors, as ye hav^ herd me seyn, 
confed^-ed all^ by b^nd of cnielte, 
and ben a&rented that I shal be sleyn; 
and i hav^ put my compleynt up ageyn, 
for to my fggs my bilU 1 dar nat sh^we, 55 

th' ej^ct of which seith thus in wordes figwe: 



9. j&lim'blest of hert^, hy'est of reverence, 
beny^e flour, coroun^ of vertu^s alle, 
sh^weth unto youw rial exrel/ence 

your^ servaunt, yf i dorste me 39 calle, 60 

hys mortal harm in which he is yfalle, 
and noght al Qgnly for his §vel fare, 
but for your Tenoun, as he shal declare. 

10. Hit stgndeth thus: youw cSntrair^, Criieltee, 
al/yed is agayn your regalye, 65 
un'der colour of womanly beaute — 

for men [ne] shold^ nat kngw^ hir tiran«ye — 

with Bounte, Gentiless^, and Curteisye, 

and hath depryved 'yow now of your place, 

that hyght 'Beaute apertenaunt to Grace/ 70 

11. For kynd^ly, by your^ Aerytag^ aryght, 
ye ben annexed §v«- unto Bounte ; 
and verrayly ye oghte do your^ niyght, 
to helpe Trouth^ in his adversyte; 

ye ben alsg the coroun^ of Be^ute: 75 

and certes, yf ye wanten in this^ tweyne, 
the world is Igr^ — th§r is np mgr^ to seyne. 



COMPLAINT TO PITY. 

-(lan Itvii al])i'z verteeuB saavpi tee, 

kee pirigjie kors, -as:jeeav herdmee sein, 

■kon fedrcd at -bii bamiofikreeuel tee, 

-and:beena sented :]3atii:Jalbee slein; 

-and:iiav patmii kHmpleint «pa gein, 

-for;toomii fas -Tniibil!ii:daamat Jtue, 

-fe fektof;whi'lJ' ;sei)) fas -in woordes ftue : 



r ym blesiof hert, :ii estof:reve rense, 

niine fiuur, -ko ruunof verleeus alle, 
Jeu eJjKnrloojuur riialekse lense 
-juur servaunt, (fii dorste:mee:so kalle, 
-his morla] liarm -i'n:whjij-eeisi falle, 
-and nouxtal anli -foris tvel faare, 
-b«t:for:juur renuun, -asee;Jalde klaare. 



-hit sDnde]) Jiira: -Juur ItKntrair, rkreeuel lee, 
-a ltied:is -a gainjuur:rega liie, 65 

;an;derku luurof wamanliibeeu tee — 
I -for.menne:Joldnat knamrtira niie — 
-wi)! buuntee, idgenti les -andkartei ziie 
-atidihajide priived ;jminuuofiuur plaase, 
-fiat higtbeeu teea:perte naunttoo graase, jo 



-for kiindli, jbiijuur eritaadgda ri^t, 
-jee:beena neksed tvrimitooibuun tee; 
■and veraidii -jee ouxte:doojuur mi^t, 
-loo heipe -troouS -in:hi'sad:versi tee; 
-jee:beenal:fi3 -Jie koruunof;beeu tee ; 
-and series, tifjee wantenihfi'z t^veine, 
l-Jie WKildjs br — •J)Er:(s:n3 martoo seine. 
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m 

12. igk what availeth Man^r and Gentilesse, 
withoute yow, beny^e creatQre? 

shal Cruelte be your govemeresse? 80 

al/asi what herte may hyt Ignge endiire? 

wh^rfgr^, but ye the rather take cQre 

t5 br^ke that pe'rilous alAaunce, 

ye sl^^n hem 'that ben in your obeisaunce. 

13. And further gver, yf ye suffre this, 85 
your^ Tenoun ys fordoon than in a thrgwe; 

th§r shal ng man wit^ wel what Pite is; 

al/as that your renoun is falk 39 Igwel 

ye be than frg your^ ^eritag^ ythrgwe 

by Cruelte that ocnipi^th your^ place, 90 

and we despeyr^d that seken to your grace. 

14. Hav^ mercy on me, thou Zferjmes queue, 
that yow hav^ soght sg tenderly and ypre; 
l^t som strgm of your^ lyght on me be sene, 

that lov^ and dr^de you ay len*ger the mgre; 95 

for, soth to seyn^, i b§r^ the hevy sggre; 
and thogh i be nat kunnyng for to pleyne, 
for Goddes lov^, hav^ mercy on my peynel 



15. My peyn^ is this, that what sg i desire, 

that hav^ i noght, ne ng thing lyk th§rt6, 100 

and §ver set Desire myn hert^ on fire 

§k on that other syd^, wh§r^ sg i ggg; 

what maner thing that may encr^se wgg, 

that hav^ i redy, unsoght, ^v^ywh^re : 

me ne lakketh but my d§th, and than my b§re. 105 



cbMPLAiNT TO Piry. 



I :Ek wliata vaile]:) manraiididsenti lesse, 
iv-rS uote ;juu, -be niine:kreea tyyre ? 

1 i/alikreeuel lee -bee :juur:^veme resse? 
-a las -.what herte :main iaijgen dyyre ? 
-whtr:for -butrjee -fie raaSer taake kyyre 
-too bi£ke:)jatpe nluusali aunse, 
-j'ee slEnem:})atbeen rmjuunobei zaunse. 



-and:fcr6er aver, :j1]t^e sfifre f)(S, 
-juur renuunisfor lioonf'aQ -iha [iraue ; 
-)jtr:J'al:ii3:man:wi'c wcel ;what ;pitee I's; 
-a las])al:juiirre niiunis fallsa bue ! 
-jee:beejjan:frnjuur:eri taadji )>roue 
■ -bii:kreeuel tee -jiatoky piijjjuur plaase, 
t -an(l:weedes peird -Jiat se'ckentoojuur gn 



l^liav mersiionraee, ijjuue niies kweene, 
V])at:ji]uav souxt :s3 tenderliand pre; 

:l£t:s«m slrimofjuur Ii9ton imeebee scene, 

-]>at Iwvand drtdjuu ai:leij ger|>e more ; 

-for, soojiloo sein, -ii btrf e hevi sare ; 
B»!ind'.])ouxii:beenal kwnniijgifortoo pleine, 

|ibr goddes:l«v -hav mersiomnii peine I 



-mil pein;s ]i("s, -Jjat whats3;iide ziire, 
-|)ai:havii nouxC, -ne naj'irjg liikjiii- too, 
-and Ever seide ziirmiin herton fiire 
-£k:on]3at ootSerisiid, -whtr soii gD ; 
-what maner |jir|g]!at;niaieii kr£se wa, 
.-JiaChavii redi, i/nsouxt, tvri whtrc : 

1 lakl;e]3:b;jtmii ilt]?, -and Jianmii btre. 
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1 6. What nedeth to sh^w^ parcel of my peyne? 
syth %seiy wqq that herte may bethynke 

T suffr^, and yet i dar nat to yow pleyne. 

For wel i wQt, althogh i wak^ or wynke, 

ye rekke noght wheth'er i flet^ or synke. no 

Yet nathelfs my trouth^ i shal sustene 

unto my d§th, and that shal wel be sene. 

17. This is to seyn^: f wol be youres §ver; 
thogh ye me sl§§ by crueltee your £99, 

algat^ my spirit shal n^ver disj^ver 115 

frg yourtf servls^, for any peyn^ or wqq. 

Sith ye be d§d — al/as that hyt is sqq I — 

thus for your df th i may wel wep^ and pleyne, 

with herte spr^ and ful of besy peyne. 
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16. :what neede]?:too:j£u parselofmii peine? 
-sij>:£vri wd -]?at hertemaibe f>ir)ke 

-ii s«fr -and:jetii daarnat :toojuu pleine. 

-for weelii wDt, -al f>ouxii waakor wirjke, 

-jee rekke nouxt, iwhertSerii fleeter sirjke. no 

ijetmaatSe ks -mii trooutSiitJalsws teene 

-«n:toomii ds]?, -and:]?atjal:weelbee seene. 

17. -]?/s:/stoo sein : -ii:w«lbee juures Ever; 
-J?otix:jeemee sk -biiikreeuel tee -juur fo, 

-al gaatmii spzr/t :Jal:n£:verdi sever 115 

-fro:juurser viis, -for:ani peinor wo. 
-si]5:jeebee dsd — -a lasf>ati'tis sd ! — 
:f>«s:forjuur ds}? -iirmaiweel weepand pleine, 
-wi]? herte sor -and fwllof bezi peine. 



D % 
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II. 

THE FORMER AGE. 

I. 

A blysful lyf, a paysybk and a swete 

lad'den the peples in the former age. 

They held hem pay^d of fnites that they ele, 

whichtf that the feldes yaf hem by usage. 

They n§§re nat forpampred with owtrage: 5 

unknQwen was the quyern^ and §k the melle; 

they eten hawes, mast, and swych pownage, 

and dronken water of the cglde welle. 

2. 

Yet nas the ground nat wounded with the plough; 
but corn upsprgng unsQw^ of mannes hgnd, 10 

the which they gngd, and eet nat half inough. 
Nq man yet knew the forwes of his Ignd; 
ng man the fyr out of the flynt yet fgnd; 
unkorven and ungr5bbed lay the v^ne; 
nQ man yet in the morter spices grgnd, 15 

to clarre ne to saws^ of galentyne. 

3- 
N9 mader, weld^, or wgd np litest^re 
ne knew : the fles was of his former hewe ; 
ng flessh ne wyst<? offence of t%%e or sp^re; 
ng coyn ne knew man which was fals or trewe; 20 
ng ship yet karf the wawes gren^ and blewe: 
ng marchaunt yet ne fett^ owtlandissh ware; 
ng trompes, for the werres folk ne knewe, 
ne towres hy^, and walles rownd^ or square. 

3. of the. 7. mast hawes. 11. gnodded. 



THE FQRMJiR AGE 



What shold* it han avayled to werreye? 
Thgr lay ng profyt, ihgr was ng rychessa, 
But c6rseiJ was the tynv, i dar wel seye, 
that men fyrst did* her* aw^ty bysynesse, 
to grobbf up metal iurkyage in derknesse, 
and in the lyveres after gemmes soghte: 
al/as 1 than sprgng up al ihe cursednesse 
of cSveytys*, that fyrsi oui*« sorwe broghte. 



L 



Thyst tyraunts putw hem gladly nat in pr^s 
np places wjide ne busshes for to Wynne, 
ihjr poverte (s, as seith Dipgengs, 
thgr as viiayle is §k sg skats and thiiuie, 
that noght but mast or apples is th^rinne; 
but thfr as bagges ben and fat vitaile, 
ihfr wol ihey gpn and spare for ng synne 
with al hew gst the cyte for to asayle, 

6. 

Yet w§w ng paleis-chaumbrea ne ngn ballcs ; 
in kaves and in wodes soft* and swete 
slep'ten this blessed folk ivithoute walles, 
on gras or l^vre in joy* and in quiete; 
np down of fethcres ne ng blgched ahete 
was kyd to hem ; but in sQrte they slepte. 
Her herles w^^rc al gn withouie galles; 
pr^'rych of hem his feilh to oothor kepte. 

30. fyist geminys. 

34. no places wyldEcsK ne no busshes for to wyiiiie, 

44. in pnifyt joye and ciuielc. 
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1- 

Unforged was the hawberk^ and the plate: 

the lambyssh peple, voyded of al vyce, 50 

had'den ng fantasye to debate, 

but §ch of hem wold^ oother wel cheryce. 

Nq pride, ngn envy^, ngn avaryce, 

ng Igrd, ng taylag^ by ng tyranye; 

iimbless^ and p^s, good feith, th^ emperice, 55 

8. 

Yet was nat Juppiter the lykerous, 

that fyrst was fader of delicasle, 

comf in this world ; ne Nembrot, desyrous 

to rei^en, had nat maad his toures hye. 60 

Al/as! al/asl now may men wep^ and crye; 

for in our^ dayes nis but covetyse, 

and doubltf'ness^ and tr^soun, and envye, 

poysoun, manslaughter, and morther in sondry wyse. 



III. 
ADAM SCRIVENER. 

Adam Scryveyn, if ^ver it the byfalle 
Boec^ or Troylus for to wryten newe, 
un'der thy lokkes thou most hav^ the scalle, 
but after my makyng thou wryte trewe : 
sg oft a day^ 1 mot thy werk renewe, 
it to corectf and §k to rubbf and scrape ; 
and al is thurgh thy neglygenc^ and rape. 

3. long lokkes. 
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IV. 

TRUTH. 

I. 

Fie frg the pr^s, and dwell<? with sothfastnesse ; 

stif/is^ thin gwme thing, thogh it be smal. 

For hord hath hat^, and clymbyng tykelnesse, 

prffs hath envy^ and wfk blent gver al. 

Savours ng mpr^ thann^ the byhove shal ; 5 

reuk weel thiself that 5ther folk canst r§^de : 

and trouth^ the shal delyv^r^ — it is hq dr^de. 

2. 

Tem'pest the noght al croked to redresse, 

in trust of hir^ that turneth as a bal ; 

gr§§t reste stant in litel besynesse. 10 

By war th^rfgr^ to spurns agayn an al; 

stryv^ not as doth the crokke with the wal; 

daun'te thiself that dauntest oth^res dede : 

and trouth^ the shal delyv^r^ — it is ng dr^de. 

3- 

That the is sent receyv^ in buxumnesse ; 15 

the wrastlyng for the world<? ax'eth a fal ; 

her is ngn hgm : her nys but wyldernesse. 

Forth, pylgrym, forth ! forth bf st^ out of thi stal ! 

kngw thi centre ! lok^ up ! thank God of al ! 

hgld the hy^ wey^, and lat thi ggst the l§de, ao 

and trouthtf the shal delyv^r^ — it is ng drfde. 
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V. 



THE HUNT. 

* 

(From the Death of Blanche.) 

Me thoghte thus: — that hyt was May, 

and in the dawnyng th§r I lay, 

me mette thus in bed al naked, 

and loked forth, for i was waked 

with smale foules, a gr§t h§p, 5 

that had af/iray^d me out of slep 

thurgh noysf and swetmess^ of her sgng; 

and as me mett^, they sat amgng 

upon my chaumbre-roof wythoute 

upon the tyles al aboute, 10 

and ^ve'rych sgng in hys wyse 

the mgste solem^ne servise 

by nQQt^ that §ver man, y trowe, 

had herd, for som^ of hem song^ iQwe, 

som^ hy^, and al of ggn acord. 15 

To telle shortly at qq word, 

was nfver herd sq swet^ a Steven, 

but hyt had be a thyng of heven; 

SQ mery a soun, sg swet^ in tunes 

that certes for the toun of TQnes ao 

i nold^ but i had herd hem synge. 

For al my chaumbre gan to rynge 

thurgh syngyng of her armonye, 

for instrtiment ne melodye 



THE HUNT. 

was npwb^rt lierd yel half sg swele, 

nor of acorde half sp ifaete ; 

for th§r was nggn of hem that feyiied 

to syng*, for gch of hem hym peyned 

to fynde out mery crafty ngtea : 

they ne spared nat her Ihrptes. 

And soolh to seyn, my chautnbre was 

ful wel depeynted, and with glas 

-vi^e al the wyndgw^s wel yglased 

ful cler^, and nat an hggl yerased, 

that t5 behgldi hyt was grgt joye. 

For hplly al the slgry of Troye 

was in the glasyng ywroght thus, 

of Eclor, and kyng Priamus, 

of Achil/gs and Lamedgn, 

of M^dea, and of Jasgn^ 

of Paris, Eleyne, and Lavync ; 

and al the walles with colourss fyne 

wgre peynted bgth^ [with] text and glgse 

of al the Romaunc* of the Rgse. 

My wyndgwfs w^re abeil-f %&\ gn, 

and thurgh the glas the souue ^hgn 

upon my bed with bryghte b^mes, 

with many glade gilden slrgmes ; 

And fk the welken was sg fair : 

blew, bryght, clere was ihe ayr, 

and ful at/etjipre for soth hyt was: 

for neyiher cgld nor hg^t yt was, 

ne in al the welken was a clowd. 

And as i lay thus, wonder lowd 

me thoght i herde an hunte blgwe, 

t' asjay hys horn, and for to kngwe 

whelhff hyt wgr« cler^ or hgrs of soun. 
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I herde ggn bgth^ up and doun 

men, hors, hound<?s, and other thyng; 

and al men speken of huntyng, 60 

how they wold^ sl§§ the hert with strengthe, 

and how the hert had upon lengthe 

SQ moch^ enbgsfd — y ngt now what. 

AngQn-ryght whan 1 herde that, 
how that they wold^ on huntyng gggn, 65 

i was ryght glad, and up anggn; 
i took my hors, and forth i wente 
out of my chaumbrtf. 1 nfver stente 
till i com to the feld withoute ; 
th§r Qvertok y a gr§t route 70 

of huntes and of foresteres, 
with many relay ^s and ly meres, 
and hy^d hem to the forest faste, 
and i with hem. Sg at the laste 
i asked ggn, ladd^ a lymere, 75 

*say, felQw^, whoo shal hunte here?' 
quod i, and he answered ageyn, 
' syr^, th' emperour Octovy^n ' 
quod he, * and ys her faste by/ 
*A Godd^ half in good tym^,' quod i, 80 

*g9 we fastf', and gan to ryde. 
Whan 'we cam to the forest- syde, 
^v^ry man did^ ryght anggn 
as to huntyng fil to doon; 

the mayster-hunt^ anggn fot-hgt 85 

with a gr^t horn blew thre mgt 
at th^ uncouplyng of hys houndys. 
Withynn^ a whik the hert [yjfound^ ys, 
ihabwed, and rechased faste 
Ignge tym^; and at the laste 90 
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f this hen rQ'sed, and siaal awey 
llrom alls the bound« a prive wey: 
Ithe houndfs had gvershotf hem alle 
land w^re on a dcfaut; yfalle, 
FThfrwyth- ihe hunle wonder faste 
tbiew a forloyn* at the laste. 
I I was g9 walked frg my tree, 
and as i went* th?r cam by me 
a whelp that fanned me as I stood, 
that folwcd hadd«, and koude ng good. 
L Hyt com and creep lo nae as Ipwe 
[lyght as hyt hadde me yknpwe ; 
' held doun hys lijd, and joyn^d hys gres, 
and leyd* al smotbe doun hys hgies, 
1 wolde have kaughl hyt, and anggn 
hyt lledde, and was frp me gepn; 

i hym folwed. And hyt forth wcnte 
■doun by a floury grene benle 
Ffiil thikki of gras ful soft.? and sweii*, 
with Rourys fgli, faiw under fet 
and liiel used, hyt semed thus; 
for bpth Flgra and Zephiros 
► they two that make floiires growe 
■had mad her dwellyng iJi^r, I trowe. 
pFor hit was on to beJiplde, 
! thogh the erilw envye wolde 
i be gayer than the heven; 
S have mgp floures suche seven 
1 the welken slerres bee. 
Hyt had forg^le the povcrlee 
that wyntcr thurgh hys cplde morwes 
i mad^ hyt siiifr^, and his sorwes — 
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al was forg^t^ ; and that was sene. 

For al the wod^ was waxen grene ; 

swetnessc of d§w had mad hyt waxe. 125 

Hyt ys ng ned ^k for to axe 

wh§r th^r w§r^ many grene graves, 

al thikk^ of trees sg fulk of l^ves; 

and §vfly tree stood by hymselve 

frg other wel ten foot or twelve; 130 

SQ gr^te trees, so hug^ of strengthe, 

of fourty, fifty fadme lengthe, 

cl§ne without^ bowgh or stikke, 

with croppes brgd^ and §k as thikke ; 

they w^re nat an ynch^ asonder, 135 

that hit was shadw^ gv^r al under. 

And many an hert and many an hynde 

was bgth^ befgr^ me and behynde; 

of faunes, sowres, bukkes, dggs 

was ful the wod^, and many rggs, 140 

and many sqwire'les that sete 

ful hl^ upon the trees, and ete, 

and in her maner maden f§stes. 

Shortly, hyt wa& SQ ful of bastes, 

that thogh Argus, the ngble countour, 145 

s5t<? to r^ken^ in hys countour, 

and counten with his figures ten — 

for by thg figures mow^ al ken, 

yf they be crafty, r^ken^ and noumbre, 

and tell^ of %vexy thing the noumbre — 150 

yet shold^ he fayl^ to r^ken^ gven 

the wondres me mett^ in my sw^ven. 
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VI. 

PARLAMENT OF BIRDS. 

I. 

The lyf sq short, the craft sg Igng to leme, 

th' a&ray sq sharp, sg hard the conqueryng, 

the dr^dful joy<? that alwey slit sg yerne — 

al this mf n^ 1 bi Lov^, that my felyng 

astonyeth with his wonderful werkyng, 5 

SQ sgr^ iwis that whan 1 on hym thynke, 

nat wgt i wel wheth«- i wak^ or wynke. 

2. 

For al be that 1 kngw^ nat Lov^ in dede, 

ne wgt how that he quiteth folk her^ hyre, 

yet happeth me ful oft^ in bokes rf§de 10 

of his^ myrakles and his cruel yre : 

th§r r§d^ 1 wel, he wol be Igrd and syre; 

i dar nat seyn — his strgkes been sg sgre ; 

but God sav^ swich a Igrd — 1 can na mggre. 

3- 

Of usag^, what for lust and what for Igre, 15 

on bokes r§d^ i oft<?, as 1 yow tglde. 

But wh^rfgr^ that i spf k^ al this ? Nat yggre 

aggn it happed^ me for to behglde 

upon a bok was writ^ with lett^res glde, 

and thfrupon a certeyn thing to lerne ao 

the Ignge day ful fast^ 1 radd^ and yerne. 
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4- 

For out of plde feldes, as men sey, 

com^th al this newe corn frQ y§r to y§re, 

and out of glde bokes in good fey 

comfth al this newe snenc^ that men l^re. 25 

But now to purpos as of this matere — 

to r^de forth hit gan me sq delTte 

that al the day me thoghte but a lyte. 

This bok of which i make mencioun 

entitled was al thus as i shal telle, 30 

Tullyus, of the dr§m of Cipioun ; 

chapitres sev^i^ it hadd^ of hev^ and helle, 

and erth^, and SQules that th^rinne dwelle, 

of which, as shortly as i can it tr§te, 

of his sentence i wol yow seyn the gr§f te : 55 

6. 

Fyrst telleth it, whan Cipioun was come 

in AfFrik, how he mette Masjynisse, 

that hym for joi^ in armes hath inome; 

thann^ telleth hit her^ spech^, and al the blysse 

that was betwix hem, til that day gan mysse, 40 

and how his auncestr^ AfFrycan sg deere 

gan in his slep that nyght to hym apere. 

Thann<? telleth -it that from a sterry place 
how Affrycan hath hym Cartage sch^wed; 
and warned^ hym byfgr^ of al his grace ; 45 



r-, 



PARLAMENT OF BIRDS. 47 

and seydtf him what man, lerned gther l^wed, 
that loveth comun profyt, wel ith^wed, 
he shal unto a blysful place wende, 
th^r^ as yyye is that last withouten ende. 

8. 

Thannf axed^ he if folk that her been d^de 50 

han lyf and d welly ng in another place? 

and AfFrican seyd^ *y§, withoute dr^de,' 

and that our^ present worldes lyves space 

nys but a maner d^th what wey^ we trace, 

and rightful folk shul ggn after they dye 55 

to hevm; and sch^wed^ hym the galaxie. 

9- 

Thann^ sh§W(?df he hym the litk erth^ that her is 

at -regard of the heven^s quantite ; 

and after sh§w^d^ he hym the nyne speres; 

and after that the melody^ herd^ he, (5o 

that com^th of th'ilke speres thryes thre, 

that welltf is of mus'ik and melodye 

in this world her, and caus^ of armonye. 



10. 

Than bad he hym, syn erthe was sq lyte, 

and full of torment and of harde grace, 65 

that he ne schold^ hym in the world delyte. 

Thann^ tgld^ he hym, in certeyn y^res space, 

that §v^ry sterr^ shold^ com^ into his place, 

th§r it was fyrst, and al schold^ out of mynde 

that in this world is don of al mankynde. 70 
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II. 

Thann^ prey^d^ hym Cypyoun to telW hym al 

the wey to com^ unto that hevme blisse ; 

and he seyd^ : ' kngw thyself fyrst immortal 

and lok<? ay besyly thow werk^ and wysse < 

to comun profit, -and thow shalt nat mysse 75 

t6 comen swiftly to this place deere, 

that ful of blyss^ is and of sgules cleere. 

12. 

But brokers of the lawe, soth t5 seyne, 

and lyk«-ous folk af-ter that they ben dfde, 

shul alwey whirk aboute th' erth^ in peyne, 80 

tyl many a world be passed out of dr^de 

and than, foryiven all^ her^ wikked dede, 

than shul they com^ into that blysful place 

to which to comen God the send^ his grace/ 

13- 

The day gan failen, and the derke nyght, 85 

That r^veth bfstes from her^ bes)niesse, 

berafte me my bok for lak of lyght; 

and to my bed i gan me for to dresse, 

fulfyld of thoght and biisy hevynesse; 

for bQth^ T hadde thyng which that 1 nolde, 90 

and §k i nadde that thyng that 1 wolde. 

14. 

But fynally my spirit at the laste, 

forwery of my labour al the day, 

tok resttf that made me to slepe faste; 

and in my slep 1 mette, as 1 lay, 95 

how AiFrican ryght in the sam^ aray 

that Cipioun h3an say byf^r^ that tyde 

was c6m<?, and slod right at my beddes sjrde. 
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The wery hunler slepynge in his bed, 

to wode again his mynde g'gtli angii ; 

the jUge drgmeih how his* pl§?s been sped; 

the car[ere drgmeth how his cartes gpn ; 

the riche of gold ; the knyght fyght with his fgn ; 

the seke met he drynketh of the tonne ; 

the 16ver« met he liath his ladv wonne. 



I can nat seyn if that the cause wgre, 

that T haddf rad of Affrican byfpm, 

that made nae to mgl^ that he slod lh?ere. 

Bnt thus seydi? he: 'Thow hast the S9 wel bprn 

in lokyng* of myn glde bok al tof9m, 

of which MacToby* roghte nat a lyte, 

(bat s6md§l of thy labour wold* i quyle.' 

'7- 
Cyt^rea, thow blysful lady suete, 
that with ihy (yrbrgnd dauniest whom the lest, 
and madest me ihis swev^ne for to mete, 1 

be thow myn help* in this, for thow mayst best: 
as wissly as I say the north- north-west, 
whan i began my sweven for t5 write, 
sp yif me myght 10 rynw a.nd gk t'eiidyle. 

18, 
This forseyd Affrican me benW anpn. 
and forth with hym unto a gale broghie 
ryght of a parrok walled with greno sign; 
and on the gal* with lett^res larg* iwroghie 
ih^r w^re vers iwriten as me ihoghle, 
ijj park, piitke /I/J.v 113. ovei. 
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on eyther half, of ful gr§t difference, 125 

of which^ i shal yow seyn the pleyn sentence: 

'Thurgh me men ggn into that blysful place 
of hertes hgl^ and dgdly woundes cQre ; 
thurgh me men ggn unto the well^ of Grace, 
th§§r gren^ and lusty May shal %\eie endure. 130 

This is the wey to al good aventure. 
Be glad thow r^der^, and thy sorw^ ofcaste; 
al 9pni am i; pass^ in, and hy the faste/ 

20. 

'Thurgh me men ggn,' than spak that other side, 
*unt5 the mortal strgkes of the sp^re, 135 

of whichtf Disdayn and Daunger is the gyde, 
th§r tree shal n§ver friit ne l§ves b§re; 
this str§m yow l^deth to the sorwful wgre 
th§r as the fissh in prysoun is al drye; 
theschuing is gn'ly the remedye/ 140 

21. 

Thistf vers of gold and blak iwriten wfre, 

the which^ 1 gan a stounde to behglde: 

for with that gn encrgsed^ ay my fgre, 

and with that other gan myn herte bglde; 

that gn me hett^, that other did^ me cglde. 145 

Ng wit hadd^ 1, for errour, for to chese : 

t5 entr^ or flen, or me t5 sav^ or lese. 

22. 
Right as betwixen adamauntes two 
of §ven myght a pec^ of yren set, 
ne hath ng myght 16 meve too ne frg — ^» 150 

for what that gn may hal^ that other let — 
ferd^ i that nyste whether me was best, 
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15 enlr? or \%\e, til AflVycan my jjide 
me henl« and shgf in at ihe gates wide; 

Is- 
anti seydi : ' it slgndeth writen in thy face 
ihyn errour, Uiogh thow tell? it nat to me; 
but drgd llie nat to come jnio ihis place: 
for this writ-yitg nys ngihyug ment bl the, 
ne by ngn but he Loves servaunt be ; 
Tor thow of 16v« hast lost thy last, i gesse, 
as sek man hath of sweie and byttemesse. 

But nathel^s, allhogh that ihow be dul, 

yit that ihow canst nat do, thow mayst hit se; 

for many a man that may nat stands a pu!, 

yit liteih hym at wrastlyng for to be, 

and demen whether -he do bet or -he ; 

and if ihow haddest cunnying for t'endite, 

I shal ihe sh^we mater of to wryle.' 

25. 
With that myn hgnd he i6ic in his unpn, 
of which I comfort kaught?, and wetil^ in faf.te. 
But Igrd ! sg 1 was gbd and wel begggn ! 
for pvfral wh?r that ! mine yen caste, 
wg« Irees [yjclad with l;ves that ay shal laste, 
flch in his kynd« of colour fressh and greene 
as emeraude, that jove was to seeni-. 

36. 
The bylder; pk ; and §k ihe hardy assh; 
the piler elm, the cofre unio careyne; 
the boxtre piper* ; holm to whippes lassh; 
the saylyng* fyr ; the cipress*. df th IS pleyne : 
the sheler? ew ; the as|), for shaflcs pleyne ; 
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th^ olyv^ of p§s; and fk the dronke vyne; 
the victor palm; the laurer, to devyne. 

27. 

A gardyn say 1, ful of blosmy bowys, 

upon a river in a grene mfde, 

th^r^ 'as swetnesse ^ver^mgw inowgh is; 185 

with floures white, blewe, yelw^, and r§de, 

and cglde welle-str^mes, ngthyng d§de, 

that swommen ful of smale fisshes lighte 

with fynnes r§d^ and skales sylver-bryghte. 

28. 
On §v«7 bowgh the bryddes herd^ 1 synge 190 

with voys of aungel in her^ armonye; 
some besyed^ hem her^ bryddes forth to brynge; 
the Ut^le conyes to her^ pley^ gunn^ hye; 
and ferther al about^ i gan espye 
the dr^dful rg, the bukk^, and hert, and hynde, 195 
squyrel^s, and bastes smal^ of gentil kynde. 

29. 

Of instrtiments of strenges in acord 

herd^ i sg pleye ravysshyng swetnesse 

that God that makers is of al and Igrd 

ne herde n^ver^ beter, as i gesse ; 200 

thgrwith a wynd — unn^th^ it myght be lesse — 

madtf in the l^ves gren^ a noyse softe, 

acordaunt to the bryddes sgng alofte. 

Th^ eyr^ of 'that plac^ 59 at/empre was 

that n^ver^ was grevaunc^ of hgt ne cgld ; 305 

th§r wex fk %vexy hglsum spTc^ and gras; 

ne ng man may thfr^ waxe sek ne gld; 

jet was th^r joye mpr^ a thousandfold 
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■an man can telle; ne ngveK wolds it nyghte, 
It ay cler day t6 any mannes syghte. 



Un'der a tre besyd^ a well* i say 

Cupldf OUR Igrd \C\%e arwes for^; and file ; 

and at his fet his bQw« al redy lay; 

and wel his doghter tempffrede al the whyle 

the hgdes in (he wells, and with hire wile 

she couched^ hem af-ter a^ they sholde serve 

som« for to sl$, and somf to wounde and kerve. 

Thp was i war of Plesaunce anpn-ryght, 

and of Aray, and Lust, and Curieysie, 

and of the Craft that can and hath ihe myght 

t5 don by force a wight to don folye — 

disfigurat was she, i nyl nat lye; 

and b^ himself un'der an gk, I gesse, 

aay i Delyt that stod with Gentilesse. 

33- 
I say Beute withouten any atyr ; 
and Youths.-, ful of game and jolyte ; 
Foolhardynesse, Flaterys, and Desyr; 
Mesragery?, and Meede, and other thre — 
here names shut nat here be tgld for me ; 
and upon pileres gr^^le of jasper Ignge 
i say a temple of bras ifounded sltgnge. 

34. 

Aboutff that temple daunseden alwey 
wommen inows. of whiche some ihfr wjgre 
fayre of hcmself, and sflm* of hem wgre gay ; 
in kirteles al discbevele wente they ihjre — 
that was heie offys alwey yfr by y^^ie ; 
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and on the tempk of dowves white and fayre 
say •! syttynge many an hundred peyre. 

36- 
Byfgw the temple-dgr^ ful sgbrely 

dim^ P§s sat with a curteyn in hir^ hgnd; 240 

and hir^ besyde wonder discretly 

damtf Pacience syttynge th§r i fgnd 

with face pak upon an hil of sgnd; 

and aldernext withinn^ and §k withoute 

Byhest^ and Art, and of her^ folk a route. 345 

Withinnf the temple of sykes hggt^ as fyr 

T herd^ a swowgh that gan aboute renne; 

whichtf sikes w§r^ engendred with desyr 

that maden §v^ry auter for to brenne 

of newe flaum^; and wel espy^d i thenne 350 

that al the caus^ of sorwes that they drye 

cam of the bitter goddess^ Jelousye. 

37. 

The god Priapus say i, as I wente 

withinntf the tempk, in sov^reyn place stgnde^ 

in swich aray as whan the ass^ hym shente 255 

with cri by nyght, with srepter in his hgnd ; 

ful besyly men gunn^ asay^ and fgnde 

upon his h^d to sett^ of sundry he we 

gerlandes fulk of fresshe floures newe. 

38. 

And in a prive comer in desport a6o 

fgnd •! Venus, and \i\xe porter Richesse, 
that was ful ngbk and hautayn of hyw port; 
derk was that plac^; but afterward lightnesse 
1 say a lyt^ — unneth^ it myght^ be lesse — 



PARLAMENT OF BIRDS. 55 

and oil a bed of gold she lay t5 reste 365 

ty] that {he hgte sunne gan lo wesle. 

39- 
Hyre gilte hgres wilh a (golden thr^d 
ibounden wgre, uutressed as she lay ; 
and naked fcom the brest ■unlo the hgd 
men myghtiT hyre sen; and, soihly for to seye, 170 
the remenaunt was wEl kev^red to my paye 
ryglit wilh a silJlyl kcrchcf of valence ; 
ih^r nas ng ihikker clpth of 115 defense. 

40. 
The place yaf a thousand savoures swoie ; 
and Bacus, god of "^n, sat hire besyde, ajs 

and Ceres nest, that doth of hunger boote ; 
and, as i seyde, amyddcs lay Cypride ; 
to whom on knees two yoiige folk thgr^ cry^dc 
to ben here helpej but thus i iet hem lye; 
and ferthet in the tempi; i gan esple iSo 

that in despit of Dyane the chaste 

ful many a bgwe ibr9kif heng on the wal 

of maydens swichf as gunn# her; lymes waste 

in hyrr; servysf ; and peynted Qveial 

of many a stpry of which« i louche shal 1S5 

a fgwe, as of Calyxtf, and At/jalanle, 

and many a m.^yd« of which ihe name i waiile ; 
42. 

Scmyramus, Candace, and ^erculgs, 

Biblls, Dido, TAisbe, and Piramus, 

Trislrani, Isaudf, Paris, and Acliil/^s igo 

^Eleyne, Cleopatra and Tioylus ' 
^Hla, and fk ihe moder of Rumulus — 
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al this^ ^%xe peynted on that other syde, 

and al her^ luv^, and in what plyt they dy^de. 

. 43. 
Whan 1 was com^ agayn unto the place 295 

that i of spak, that was 39 swot^ and grene, 

forth welk i thg myselven to solace; 

thg was I war wh§r that th^r sat a queene, 

that, as of lyght the somers sunne shene 

pass'eth the sterr^, right sg gver mesQre 300 

she fayrer was than any creature. 

44. 
And m a laund^ upon an hil of floures 
was set this ngble goddesse Nature ; 
of braunches w^r^ hir^ halles and hir^ boures, 
iwroght after hir^ craft and hir^ mesure ; 305 

ne th^rtf nas foul that com^h of engendrure, 
that they ne w§r^ al prest in hir^ presence, 
to tak^ hir^ dom, and yiv^ hir^ audyence. 

45- 

For this was on Seynt Valentynes day, 

whan gv^ry bryd c6md;h \k\%xe t5 ches^ his make 310 

of §v«:y kynde that men thenke may, 

and that sp hug^ a noyse gan they make 

that erthf, and eyr^, and tre, and §v^ry lake 

SQ ful was that unnethe was th§r^ space 

for me to stgnd^ — sg ful was al the place. 315 

46. 
And right as Aleyn in the Pleynt of Kynde 
devyseth Nature in aray and face, 
in swich aray men myghten hir^ th§r fynde. 
This ngbltf emperice ful of grace 
bad %seiy foul to takf his gw^ne place, 320 
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e wont alwey frg ygr to y?frc, 
ieynt Valentynes day, to stpnden ih^ere, 

47- 
That is to seyn, the foules of ravyne 
f^Te hyest set, and ihanne foules smale, 
Pthat gten as hem natflre woldn enclyne — - 

jrm, or thyng of which i telle np lale — 
but waterfoul sat Iguest in the dale ; 
and foul that lyv^th by sed sat on the grene — 
and that sp f^k that wonder was to sene. 

48._ 
Th§re myghte men the ryal ^g\t fynde, 
that with his sharpe 15k per-seth the sunne, 
and other egles of a Ipwer kynde, 
of whiche that clerkes wel devyse cunne : 
th^r was the tiraunt with his feilinres dunne 
and greyi?, i m^ni the goshauk that doth pyne 
to bryddes for his outrageous ravyne ; 

49. 
the gerfaucoun that with his feet distrayneth 
the kynges hpnd ; the hardy sparhauk eke, 
the quayles fpp ; ihe merlioun that payneth 
hyraself ful oile the larke for 10 seke. 340 

Thfr was the douve with hi]* yen meke ; 
the jelous swan, agayn his dfth that syngeth; 
the out 5k that of d?th the bgde bryngeth ; 

50. ' 

the crane geaunt with his Irompes soun ; 
the thef, the chough ; and 5k the janglyng; pye ; 345 
the skoruyng jay ; the eles fg heroun ; 
the false iapwynge, ful of trecherye ; 
the stare, that the conseyl can bewryL- ; 
337 gentyl faucoua. 
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the tame ruddok; and the coward kyte; 

the kok that orlgg^ is of thorpes lyte; 350 

61. 

the sparwe, Venus son^; the nyghtyngale, 

that clfpeth forth the grene l^ves newe ; 

the swalwe, morth^rer^ of the foules smale 

that maken hony of floures fressh^ of hewe ; 

the wedded turtel with hir^ herte trewe; 355 

the pgkok with his aungels fethers bryghte; 

the fesaunt, skomew of the cok by nyghte; 

52. 
the waker goos ; the cokkow %vex unkynde ; 

the popynjay, ful of de'licasye ; 

the drake, stroyer<? of his gw^ne kynde ; 360 

the stork, the wr^ker^ of avouterye; 

the hgte corm<?raunt, ful of glotenye ; 

the raven wys; the crgw^ with vois of care; 

the throstel gld; the frosty feldefare — 

53- 

^what shold^ i seyn? of foules %sexy kynde, 365 

that in this world han feth^res and stature, 

men myghten in that plac^ a&rembled fynde, 

byfgr^ the ngble goddesse Nature ; 

and §vmch of hem did^ his besy cure 

beny^nely to ches^ or for to take 370 

by hir^ acord his formel or his make. 

54. 
But, to the poynt — Nature held on hir^ hgnd 
a formel §gl^ of shap the gentiles le 
that §ver^ she amgng hir^ werkes fgnd, 
the mgst beny^ne, and the goodlieste ,* 375 

in hir^ was %sety vertu at his reste, 
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I fer-forih that NalQre himself hadde blysse 
f to lokff on hire, and ofte hire bek to k)sse. 



Natiiri;, the vicair* of the Almjghty Lgrd, 
that h9t, cgld, hevy, lyght, [and] moyst, and dreye, 
bath knyt by gven number of acord, 
in gsy voys gan for to sp§fc; and seye : 
'Fouhes, tak hed of niy sentence, i preye; 
and for youre %?,t in f6rth«ryng of youre nede 
as fastf as i may spgke i wol me speede. 

56. 

Ye knpwe we] how, Seynt Valentynes day, 
by my statul^ and thurgh my govemaunce, 
ye c6me for t6 chees*— and fle youre wey — 
your« makes as i prik; yow with plesaunce. 
I But nathelfs my ryghtful ordenaunce 
. may i nat \%U for ai this world to wyiine : 
' that he that mgst is worth! shal begynne. 

57- 

The tercel ?gle, as 'that ye kngwen wel, 
the foul ryal above you in degre, 
the wys/ and wonhi, seere, trcwe as slel, 
the which i formed have as ye may se 
in gvery part as it best Kketh me- 
lt nedeth nat his shap yow to devyse — 
be shal first chese, and spoken in his gyse. 

58. 
And after hyro by ordre shul ye chese 
af'ter your^ kynde, ^verich as you lykeih ; 
and as your* hap is, shul ye wynre or lese. 

39<j, have formed, 
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But which of yow that love mgst entriketh 
God send^ hym hir^ that surest for hym syketh.' 
And th^rwithal the tercel gan she calle, 405 

and seyd^: 'My son^, the choys is to the falle; 

59- 

but nathel^s in this condicioun 

mot be the choys of §vmch that is heere : 

that she agre to his eleccioun, 

who SQ he be that sholde ben hir^ feere — 410 

this is our^ Qsag^ ay frg y%x to y§§re; 

and who sq may at this tym^ hav^ his grace, 

in blisful tym<? he cam into this place/ 

60. 

With hgd enclyned, and with Mmble cheere 

this ryal tercel spak, and taried^ noght: 415 

*Unt6 my sov^reyn lady, and nat my fere, 

i ches^ and chgs with wilk and hert^ and thoght 

the formel on your^ hgnd sg wel iwroght, 

whos i am al, and §ver^ wol hir^ serve, 

do what hir^ lest to do me liv^ or sterve; 420 

61. 

besekyng hir^ of mere! and of grace, 

as she that is my lady sovereyne; 

or l§t me dye present in this place; 

for certes Igng^ i may nat lyv^ in peyne, 

for in myn hert^ is korven §v^ry veyne; 425 

and havyng gnly -reward to my trouthe, 

my deere hert^ hav^ on my wq sum routhel 

62. 

And if that i to hyr^ be founds untrewe, 
disobeysaunt, or wilful negligent, 
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ar, or in proces I5v* anewe; 
i prcyi^ 16 yow. this be my jUgement, 
that with this* foules i be al tSrent 
that iike day that gver she me fynde 
to hirf untrewif, or in my gilt unkyinie. 

63- 

And syn that npn hire lov.'th sg wel as I, 
at be she ngvfr* of 16v* me [oght] behette, 
thanne oghte she be myn thurgh hirrf mercy — 
for other bgnd can i npn on hire kiielte^ 
I ne n§ver for ng wg re shal i lette 
to serven hire, how fer sg that she wende ; 
say what yow list : my tale is at an endc.' 

64. 

t as the fresshe rgde rgse newe 
I agayn the s&mer-sunne colourfd is, 
ryght SQ for shame al wexen gan hire hewe 
of this formel, whan [that] she horde al this ; 
she neyther answerde 'wel' ne seyde amys, 
sp sgre abasshed was she ; lyl that Nature 
seyde 'doghter, drgd you noghl, i yow assure.' 

65- 
Another tercel egle spak anpn, 
of Ipwer kynde, and seyde: 'Thai shal nat be: 
i love hire bet than ye don, by Seynt Jgn ! 
or, at the l§slf, i love as wel as ye. 
and lenger have served hire in my degre; 
and if she sholdc hav< loved for Ipng 16vynge, 
[6 me alpne hadd^ be the gerdonynge. 
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66. 

I dar §k seyn, if she me fynde fals, 

unkynd^, jang^ler, or rebel any wyse, 

or gelous, do me hgngen by the hals ; 

and but i b^re me in hir^ servyse 

as wel as that my wit can me siij^yse 460 

frg poynt to poynt hyr^ honour for to save, 

tak she my lif and al the good I have/ 

67. 
The thridde tercel §gk answerd^ thg : 
*Now sir^, ye seen the lytel leyser,heere: 
for %vexy foul cry^h out to ben agg 465 

forth with his mak^, or with his lady deere; 
and §k Nature hir^self ne wol nat heere, 
for tarying her, nat half that i wold^ seye : 
and but i sp§k^, I mot for sorwe deye. 

68. 
Of Igng servysf avaunt^ 1 me ngthing; 470 

but as possible is me to dy^ to day 
for W9 as he that hath ben languysshyng 
this^ twenty winter ; and wel happen may, 
a man may serven bet and mgr^ to pay 
in half a y§r, althogh it w§r^ hq mgpre, 475 

than sum man doth that hath ser'ved ful yggre. 

69. 
I sey^ nat this by me, for 1 ne can 
don ng servyse that may my lady plf se ; 
but 1 dar seyn, I am hir^ trewest man 
as to my dom, and faynest wold^ hir^ pl§se: 480 

at shorte wordes, til that d^th me sgse 
1 wol ben hires, wheth^* 1 wak^ or wynke, 
and trew^ in al that herte may bethynke/ 
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/" 



Of al my lyf, syn 'ihat day I was bgrii, 
so gentil pig in 16vs or other thyng 
ne herde ngver np man me befgrn ; 
but who [is] that hath leyser and cunnyng 
for to reherse here cher and here spgkyng ? 
and frp the morwe gan this speche laste 
til dounward drow the sunne wonder fasie. 

71. 
The noyse of foules for lo ben delyvered 
SQ loude rgng, ' have don, and lat us wende ! ' 
that wel wendf I the wode haddf al toshyvered. 



'Com of,' they cried, 'al/as, ye wol i 
kwhan shal yourj cui'sed plgtyng have a 
l£ow sholde a jiige eyther pavlTe leve 
BjfoT y§ or nay withoulen aJiy preve } ' 



shende : 



KTbe goos, the coklcow, and the doke alsg 
'-8Q cryeden 'kek kek ! kokkow ! -quek quek I hye 
that thurgh myne gres the noyse wenle ihg. 
The goos seyde: 'al this nys nat w6rth a flye; 
but i can shape herof a remedie : 
and i wol seye my verdit fayre and swyliie 
for water-foul, who sg be wrgth or blyihe.' 

73. 
' And i for worm-fou!,' seyde the fol kokkow, 
'and i w&l of myn gwene autorite 
for comiin spede take the charge now, 
for to delyv/re us 'is gr^t charile.' 
'Ye may abyde a while y«t parde,' 
seydc the lurle!, 'if it be youre wille, 
a wigfil may 3p?kr. hym were as good be slylle 
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I am a sed-foul, 911 th^ unworthieste, 

that wgt i wel, and iTtel of cunnynge; 

but bet is that a wyghtes tunge reste 

than entremgten hym of such doinge, 515 

of which he neyther r^de can ne synge ; 

and who sq doth, ful fouk hymself acloyeth ; 

for offys uncom»/ytted ofte anoyeth/ 

75- 
NatQre, which that alwey hadd^ an §re 

to murmour of the Igwedness^ behynde, 520 

with facound voys seyd^ : * Hgld your^ tunges th^re, 

and i shal son^, 1 hgp^, a conseyl fynde 

yow to delyv«<? and frg this noys^ unbynde: 

i jiig^, of §v«-y folk men shul Qn calle, 

t5 seyn the verdit for yow foules alle/ 525 

76. 

Assented wgr^ to this conclusioun 

the briddes alle ; and foules of ravyne 

han chgsen fyrst by playn eleccioun 

the terc^let of the faucouh 'to di^yne 

al hew sentence, and as hem lest termyne, 530 

and to Nature hym gunne to presente, 

and she accepteth hym with glad entente. 

The terc^let seyde than in this manere : 

*Ful hard w^r^ it to preve by r^soun, 

who loveth best this gentil formel heere ; 535 

for gv^ych hath swich replicacioun 

that ngn By skilles may been broght adoun: 

1 can nat se that arguments avayle; 

thanntf semeth it th^re? moste be batayle/ 




m 
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^8. 
■dj- ! ' quod [his* ?gles tercels thp, 
'Nay sires,' quod he, 'if that i dorste it scyc, 
yG don me wrpng, my tale is nat ido; 
for, sir^s, ne lakelh nat a gref, i preye; 
it may nat ggn as ye wolde in this weye; 
oures is the voys that ban the charge in hpnde; 
id to the jUges dom ye moien stgnde. 

79- 

Liid thfrfgre pgs! I sey*; as to my wit, 
me wolde thynk* how that the worlhieste 
of knyghthod, and leng'est hath used it, 
mpst of estat, of blod the geniileste 
w^re sittyngest for hirf, if that hirr leste ; 
and of thisf tlire she wpt hirtself i Irowe 

fhich that he be, for hit is iiglit to kn^we,' 



le water-foules han liere hgdes leid 
igid^re, and of a short avysement, jjs 

haw ^vfrych haddr his large golee seyd, 
they seyden soilily al by gn asjenl, 
how that ' the goos with hire facoundf gent, 
that S9 desyrelii to ptonounc* ourf jiede, 
shal lellr our? talf/ and preyed* 'God hire spede.' 560 

81. 
And for thisf waler-foules thg began 
the goos t3 spfke, and in hire kakelynge 
she seyde : ' P^s 1 now 'lak kep {very man, 
and lierkfnelh which a r^soun i ahal brynge— 
m^ wit is sharp, i love np taryinge — 5(15 

I seye, i rgd* hym, thogh he wgre my brother, 
but she wol love hym, lat hym love an5itier.' 
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82. 

* Lo her a parfit r^soun of a goos I ' / 
quod the sparhauk, *n§ver mot she the!^*^'*''^'''^^ 

16 ! swich it is to hav^ a tunge loos ! 570 

now parde, fol! yet w§r<? it bet for the 

han hgld? thy p§s than sh§w^ thy nycete; 

it lyth nat in his wit nor in his wille ; 

but soth is seyd, "a fol can nat ben stille."' 

83. 
The laughter args of gentil foules alle; 575 

and right angn the sedfoul^s chgsen hadde 

the turtel trew^, and gunn^ hir^ to hem calle, 

and prey^den hir^ to seyn the sothe sadde 

of this maters, and axed^ what she radde: 

and she answerd^ that pleynly hir^ entente 580 

she wolde sh^w^, and sothly what she mente. 

84. 

*Nay, God forbed^ a lovers sholde chaunge/ 

the turtel seyd^, and wex for shame r^d, 

*thogh that his lady %\tre mQxe be straunge, 

yet lat hym serv^ hir^ ay til he be d§d; 585 

for soth i preyse nat the g5ses r^d : 

for thogh she dey^df i wold^ ngn other make: 

I wol ben hir^ til that the D§th me take/ 

85. 
*Wel bourded/ quod the doke, *by myn hat! 
that men sholde alwey loven causel^s, 590 

who can a r^soun fynd^ or wit in that? 
daun'seth he miiry that is myrthel^s? 
who sholde reecho of that is recchel^s ? 
y§, kek!* yit quod the dok<? ful wel and fayre, 

* th^r^ been mg sterres, God wQt, than a payre/ 595 



FARLAMEMT OF BIRDS. 

86. 

'Now ff, cherl!' quod th« ^entil tercelet, 
'out of the donghil cam that word ful right; 
thow canst nat seen what thyng is wel beset; 
thow farest by lov* as oules don by lyght— 
the day hem blent, ful weJ they sen by nyght : 
thy kynde is gf sg !gw a wrecchednesse 
that what 16v« is thow canst nat seen ne gesse.' 

87. 
Thp gan the kokkow pult.r hym forth in pr^s 
for foul that ?ten worm, and seyde blyve : 
' Sp 1,' quod he, ' may hav? my mak« in pga, 
I recclie nat how Ignge that ye slryve; 
lat ech of hem ben soleyn al her« lyve ; 
this is my r^d, syn they may nat acorde ; 
this shortc lessoun nedeth nat recorde.' 



' Y5 ! hav? the glotoun fild inough his paunche, 6 

thanne ar^ we wei ! ' seyde the merlioun ; 

'thow m5rth«reri of the heysugg* on the braunche 

that broghte the forth, thow reulhelfs glotoun 1 

live thow soleyn, wormes corupcioun I 

for np fors is of lak of thy nature; 615 

gpl Ifwed be thow whll the world may dure!' 



"^ ] 



' Now p^B,' quod Nature, ' i comaunde here ; 
for i hav* herd al yourf opinioun, 
and in ef/ect yet be we nat the ngre; 
but fynally this is my concliisioun, 
thai she hirraelf shal han th<; eleccioun 
of whom hire lest, whosg be wrgth or blj?lhe, 
hym that she chest he shal hirf han as ^wv'J.vt. 
\^ 
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90. 

For syn it may nat her disctissed be, 

wh5 lov^h hir^ best, as seyd^ the tercelet, 625 

thann^ wol i don hir^ this favour: that she 

shal havtf right hym on whom hir^ hertf is set, 

and he hir^ that his hert^ hath on hir^ knyt. 

Thus jiig^ T, NatQrtf, for 1 may nat lye; 

to ngn estat 1 hav^ ngn other ye. 630 

91. 

But as for cSnseyl for to ches^ a make, 

if it w^r^ r^soun, certes thann^ wold^ 1 

conseyle yow the ryal tercel take, 

as seyd^ the tercelet ful skylfuUy, 

as for the gentilest^ and mgst worth! 635 

which 1 havtf wroght SQ wel to my plesaunce 

that to yow oght^ to been a siif/lsaunce/ 

92. 
With dr^dful vois the formel hir<? answerde : 
* My rightful lady, goddess^ of nature ! 
soth is that i am §v^r un-der your^ yerde, 640 

lyk as is §v^rych other creature, 
and mot ben your^s whil that my lyf may dQre; 
and th^rfgr^ graunteth me my firste bone, 
and myn entent i wol you seyn right sone.' 

93- 

*I graunt^ it yow,' quod she, 'and that angn.' 645 

This formel §gle spak in this degre: 

*Almyghty queen, unto this y^r be ggn, 

f axe respit for io avise me, 

and after that to hav^ my choys al fre; 

this h al and sum that 1 wol sp§k^ and seye — 650 

/e g%\.e np mgr^, al thogh ye do me deye : < j^ 



> 



PARLAMENT OF BIRDS. 

94- 

I wol nat serve Venus ne Ciipide 

for soth as yet by np manere weyc' 

' Now syn it may ngn other wey betyde,' 

quod thg Nature, 'heera is 119 mpr* to sejti; 

thanne wold.; i that ihise foules wfre aweje 

5ch with his make for tarjingi; lenger heere,' 

and seyd« hym thus as ye shul after bere : 

■_ 95- 
' To yow spgk^ i, ye terc^Iets,' quod Natiire, 
'beth of good bert«, and servcth, alle ihre; 
a y%x nis nat sp Ignge to endure. 
And 5ch of yow peinf hym in his ilegre 
for 'to do wel, for, God wgt, quit is shi; 
frg yow this y%r, what after sp befaile; 
this enlremgs is dressed for yow alle.' 

96. 

And whan this werk al broght was to an ende, 
to fvwy foul Nature yaf his make 
by ^ven acoril, and on here weyj lliey wende. 
And Igrd I the blissi! and joye that they make I 
for fch of hem gan 6lh« in wynges tiike, ■ 1 
and with here nekkes ?ch gan other wyndc, 
thankyng alwey the ngble queen of kynde. 

97- 

But fyrst wgre chosen fou!*s for to synge, 

as y^r by ygr was alwey her usaunce 

to syngif a roundel at here departynge, 

to don to Natijre /jonour and plesaunce ; 

the nglf i Irowf iniaked was in Fraunce. 

the wordes 'wfrc swichr 'as ye may her fyude, 

the nexle vers, as i now have in myndu : — 
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*Now welcome, somer, with [thy] s5nne softe, 680 
that hast this wintres wedres Qvershake, 
and driven awey the large nyghtes blake. 

Seynt Valentyn, that art ful hy^ on lofte, 

thus syngen smale foules for thy sake: 

[Now welcome, somer, with thy sonne softe.] 685 

Wei han they cause for to gladen ofte 
sith §ch of hem recovered hath hys make; 
ful blisful mowtf they synge, whan they wake : 

[Now welcome, somer, with thy sonne softe, 

that hast this wintres wedres Qvershake, 690 

and driv«i awey the large nyghtes blake.]' 

98. 

And with the shoutyng, whan the sgng was do, 

the foules maden at her^ flyght awey, 

i wok, and other bokes tok me to, 

to i%%^e upon and yet I r§d<? alwey, 695 

in hgp^ iwis to r§de sg sum day 

that i shal mete sum thyng for to fare 

the bet; and thus to r§d^ i nyl nat spare. 
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Whan that Aprille with his^ schoures swoote 

the droght^ of IMarch hath perced to the roote, 

and bathed %sexy veyn^ in swich licour, 

of which vertu engendred is the flour; 

whan Zephirus §§k with his swete br^^th 5 

inspired hath in fv^ry holt and h^^th 

the tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 

hath in the Ram his halve cours yronne, 

and smale fowles maken melodye, 

that slepen al the nyght with 9pen ye — 10 

SQ priketh hem nature in her^ corages — 

thann^ iQngen folk to gggn on pilgrimages, 

and palmers for to seken straunge strgndes, 

to feme halwes, couth^ in sondry Igndes; 

and specially, from §v«y shires ende 15 

of Engelgnd to Caunterba^ry they wende, 

the hggly, blisful martir for to seke, 

that hem hath holpen, whan that they \i%xe seeke. 
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:whan:|)ata prdle wii^h Juures swoote 
-})e driislof marlj -ha]? persedtoof'e roole, 
-and baaSed:ivri veiinn;sw;'l_fli kuur, 
-or:whrtJver teeu -en dgendred/'sjie fluur; 
-whan zefi'r»3tk rwil^s sweete brifi 
-til spiiredliajim Evri holtand hijj 
-)« tendre kroppes, -andjje jugge s/inne 
-hajj;)'njie ;ramnijs halve kuursi rwnne, 
■and smaale funics maakenimelo diie, 
-{lat sleepen ai})e ni^twi']* apen iie — 
:s3 prikejiemmaa tyjTihherku raadses — 
;|jan brigen:folktoo gpnonipilgri maadses, 
■and palmers ifortoo seeken straundse sirandcs, 
■too feme halwes, kuuS/n sundri bndes; 
-and spesjalii, -from ivri Jiires ende 
-of eijgebnd -too ;kauntetl>ri)3ei wende, 
! holi, bi('sf«l marl/rforloo seeke, 
■it:hema]> tiolpen :whan)7at};ejwer seeke. 
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Bifil that in that s^soun on a day 
in Southwerk at the Tabard as i lay, ao 

red'y to wenden on my pilgrymage 
to Caunterbft^ry with ful devout corage, 
at nyght \i%xe com^ into that ^ostelrye 
wel nyn^ and twenty in a compai^ye 
of sondry folk by aventuw yfalle 25 

in felaw^ship^, and pilgrims w§w they alle, 
that toward Caunterbtiry wolden ryde. 
The chaumbres and the stables w^ren wyde, 
and wel we w§ren §sed atte beste. 
And shortly, whan the sonne was to reste, 30 

SQ haddf i spgken with hem ^vmchgn, 
that i was of her felaw^ship^ angn, 
and made forward §rly for to ryse, 
to tak^ our^ wey th§r as i yow devise. 
But nathel^^s, whil i hav<? lym^ and space, 35 

%T that i ferther in this tale pace, 
me thynketh it acordaunt to r^soun 
to telle yow al the condicioun 
of §ch of hem, sg as it semed me, 
and which^ they w^ren, and of what degree, 40 

and §§k in what array that they w§r^ inne; 
and at a knyght than wol i first bigynne. 

A Knyght th§r was, and that a worthy man, 
that frg the tyme that he first bigan 
to riden out he loved chivalrie, 45 

trouth^ and honour, fredom and curteisie. 
Ful worthy was he in his Iprdes werre, 
and th^rto hadd^ he riden, ng man ferre, 
as wel in cristendom as h^Lhenesse, 
and §v^r^ honoured for his woithynesse. 50 

At Alisaundr^ he was, whan it was wonne. 
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-bi fil]>atiii]:>at SEzuun -ona dai, 
-in suutSwerk -atjw labardasii ]ai, ao 

red iitoo;wenden-.onmii:ptlgri maadge 
-too kaunterbri -wr]) Wde vuutku r;ind3e, 
-at niftwsr k»ni(h;tooj'at;ostel rite 
nveel niinand twenti -(iia:kampai oiie 
-of sundri:folk -biiaaven tyyri falle 35 

-ni felauji'p, -and ;p(1gnmswEr}>ei alle, 
-]>at: too ward jkaunterbyriiwolden riide. 
-]>e t/aumbresandjje staableswEren wiidu, 
-and weeiwee:wEren Ezedatte besle. 
-and Jortli -whanjie SBnnewaaloo reste, 
-S3:haddii spoken :w(']jem:EvrrtJ on, 
-)jat;iiwasofer felauppa nan, 
-andimaade forward ErJifortoo x'lvie, 
-tooitaakuur wei ;jjtr;asii:ju.ude viize. 
-buCnaaSe Us, :whiil:iiav tiimand t^paase, 
Xr:)7atii fecttermjjfs taale paase, 
-mee Jjujkejii'ta kordauntoo:rt zuun 
-too telle] uu aljiekon d;'si:iiun 
-of Et|of:hem, :s3:asrt seemed raee. 
-and wh/tjjjei wsren, -andof wliatdc gree, 
-and;Ekt'n whaia raifatjJeiwEr mnc ; 
-andiata ;knigt -}iau:wulii fi'rstbi gmni.'. 

-a knigijjiriwaa, -and J)at -a wwrSi man, 
-JjatifrDjw tiimejiatee firstbi gan 
-too riiden uuL -bee luved:lj/val riic, 
troouSmndo nuur, free:doomand:kuL'tei ziie. 
:f«l wurtShwaseemis lordes werre, 
-and;fiErtoo;haddee n'dn, no:man ferre, 
•aa;weel/n kr/stendoomas litffenesse, 
-and Evron uurtd -for/*s:w//rSi nesse. 
•at:ali zaundree:wa5, -w ban:/!. was wuniie. 
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Ful ofte-tym^ he had(k the bord bigonne 

aboven alle naciouns in Pruce. 

In LettQw hadd^ he reysed and in Ruce, 

n9 cristen man sg oft^ of his degree. 55 

In Gernad^ at the seeg^ §§k hadd^ he be 

of Algezlr. and rid^n in Belmarye. 

At Lyeys was he, and at Satalye, 

whan they w^r^ wonn^, and in the Gr§te Sf^ 

at many a ngbl^ arive hadd^ he be. 60 

At mortal batailks hadd^ he been fiftene, 

and foghten for our^ feith at Tramys^ene 

in lystes thries, and ay slayn his fgg. 

This ilke worthy knyght hadd^ been alsQ 

somtyme with the Igrd of Palatye 65 

agayn another hgthen in Turkye ; 

and ^verrniggw he hadd^ a sov^reyn prys. 

And thogh that he w§r^ worthy, he was wys, 

and of his port as meek^ as is a mayde: 

he n^ver^ yet ng vileyny^ ne sayde 70 

in al his lyf unto ng maner wight : 

he was a verray parfit gentil knyght. 

But for to tellen yow of his array, 

his hors was good, but he ne was nat gay; 

of fustian he w§red a gypoun, 75 

al bismoter^d with his habergeoun; 

for he was lat^ ycom^ from his viage, 

and wente for to doon his pilgrymage. 

With 'hym th^r was his son^, a yong Squier, 
a lovyerd^ and a lusty Bacheler, 80 

with lokkes crull^, as they w^r* leyd in presse. 
Of twenty y^^r of age? he was, i gesse; 
of his statur<? he was of §ven^ lengthe, 
and wonderly delyv^r^ and grf^t of strengthe. 
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'Fwl ofteitiim -heerhadfw boordbi gwime 
-a bttven allernaasi uunsin pryyse. 
-?ii lettou:haddee reized -andm ryj-se, 
na kristen:mans3 ofiof:lwsde gree. 
-in gernaadatjie seed5Ek:haddee bee 
-of:aldge ziir, -and rj'dnm:belma riie. 
-at lieis:wasee, ■andat:sata tiie, 
-whan:]jeiwEr W(fli, -andiinjie grite sc 
-at:man]a nsbla riive:haddee bee. 
-at morlal bataiIs:!)addeebeen:fiT leene, 
-and fouxlenforuur feifial:trami scene 
-in Ifstes thriies, -and ai slaini's fo. 
-)5is like wartSi kni5tad:beenal so 
-swm:ttinnewi']i)7e lardofipala tiie 
-a gainarnooSer hESenzhtKr kiie ; 
-and Ever;m3ree:hadda sKViein priis. 
-and:]30Ux[)at:heewEr wwrtSi, -heewas wiis, 
-andiofi's portas meekas/sa maide : 
-hee nEver;jet:n3:vilei niine saide 
-HI air's liif -«n:too:no maner wi^t : 
-hee:wasa verai parf/t dgent^l knii^t. 
-bat:fortoo tellenjuuof:h/sa rai, 
-his horswas good, -but:heene:wasnal gai; 
*of;fiisti aan -bee wEredaidji puun, 
';itlbi amttterd Willi's :haber dsuun; 
-fonheewas laaii karafromisvii aadje, 
-and:wenierortoo:doonis:p(1gxi maadse. 

-■wi));hiai])Er:wasrs ;s(m, -a juggskwii ;eer, 
-a Iwvjer. -anda lHsti:bat|e leer, 
-wi]} lokkes UthI, -as:]ieiwtr leidi'n presse, 
-of [wenti:JErof aadseeiwas, -ii gesse ; 
if:hisstaa tj-yr -heewasof Even legSe, 
wMiderlide li'vrand gretof streqSe. 
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And he hadd^ been somtym^ in chyvachie, 85 

in Flaundres, in Artoys, and Pycardie, 

and bgrn hym weel, as in sq iTtel space, 

in hgp^ to stgnden in his lady grace. 

Embrguded was he, as it v^%xe a m§§de, 

al ful of fresshe floures, whyt^ and r^^de. 90 

Syngyng^ he was or floytyng^ al the day: 

he was as fressh as is the month of May. 

Short was his gown^, with sieves Igng^? and wyde. 

Wei koud<? he sitt^ on hors, and faire ryde; 

he koude sgnges mak^ and wel endite, 95 

just^ and §§k daunc^, and weel purtrey^ and write. 

Sg hggt^ he loved^ that by nyghtertale 

he slept^ na mggr^ than dooth a nyghtyngale. 

Curteis he was, Igw^ly, and servysable, 

and carf bifgm his fader at the table. 100 

A YEMAN hadd^ he and servauntz na mg 
at that tym^, for hym liste ride sgg. 
And he was clad in cgt^ and hood of grene; 
a sh^^f of p^cok-arwes, bright and kene, 
un'der his belt he bar ful thriftily. 105 

Wel koud^ he dressy his takel yemanly : 
his^ arwes drouped noght with feth^res Igwe; 
and in his hgnd he baar a myghty bgwe. 
A noth^ed hadd^ he with a broun visage. 
Of wodecraft wel koud^ he al th^ usage. no 

Upon his arm he baar a gay bracer; 
and b> his syd^ a swerd and a bok^ler; 
and on that oother syd^ a gay dag^ere, 
harneised wel, and sharp as point of sp^re; 
a cristof<?r^ on his brest of silver sheene. 115 

An horn he bar, the bawdryk was of grene; 
a forster was he soothly, as 1 gesse. 
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-and:heeadbeenswn:tiira/n: t JjVa t Ji ie, 
-in flaundtes, -inar tois, -andpikar diie, 
-and barni'm wee!, -asiinsD liitel spaase, 
-('n h3ptoo;st3ndeninjs laadi graasc. 
■em br3iided:wasee, lasttwtra mide, 
:al fwlof frejje fluures, whiiland rtde. 
Eiq:gii)gee:was, -or floilirig alfie dai: 
-hee:wasas frel -asiisfie moonjjof mai. 
Jortwasi's guun, -wij) sleeves bggand wiide. 
:weel;kuudee saUon horsj -and faire riide ; 
-hee:kuude soi)gesmaakand weelen diile, 
dgustandtk dauns, -and:\veelpar treiand wriite, 
:so hotee laved :{)atbii ni^ter taale 
-hee sleptna mDrJjan:doof'a nigliij gaale. 
:kHr teisee;wa8, Iou;liand;serviE aable, 
-and karfbi:forms faaderatfje taable. 

-a jeeman:haddee -andser vaunlsna ma 
-at Jialliim, ifon'm lisle riide S3, 
-and heewas klad«n katand hoodof greeiie ; 
-a /tfof ptkokrarwes, bri^iand keene, 
:ttii;der/s belt -hee baar:ftti friTtrlii. 
:weel:kiiudee dress;'s laakel jeettiandii : 
-h(s arwes druuped nouxlwv^ feSres bue; 
-and;/iij5 hondee baara rni^ti baue. 
-a nothid:haddee -W(']ia bruunvi zaadge, 
-of wwdekrafiweel kuudee aljiyy zaadsL'. 
-uiponis ann -hee baara gaibra seer; 
-and;bii/3 slida sweerdanda:buk leer; 
■aiidion|?at ooSer;siida gai:da geere, 
-bar neized weel, -and Jarpaa poimof sptre ; 
-a kr/stofr:onis breesiof sj'lver Jeene. 

1 hooraee baar, -Jw baudrikwasof greeiie; 
•a forsterjwasec soo^li, -asii gesse. 
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Th^r was als9 a n5nn^, a PrIoresse, 
that 'of hir smylyng 'was ful sympk and coy ; 
\i\xe gr^ttest^ 99th ne "was but by Seint Loy; 120 
and she was eloped madams Eglentyne. 
Ful weel she S99ng the service dyvyne, 
entOned in hir n9se ful semely. 
And Frenssh she spak ful fair^ and fetisly, 
after the scol^ of Stratford atte B9we, 125 

for Frenssh of Parys was to hir^ unkn9we. 
At m§te wel ytaught was she with alle : 
she leet n9 morsel from hir lippes falle, 
ne wett* hir fyngres in hu: sauce depe; 
wel koud^ she cari^ a morsel, and wel kepe, 130 

that n9 dr9p^ ne fill^ upon hir^ brest. 
In curteisi^ was set ful much^ hir lest: 
hir^ 9verlippe wyped she S9 clene 
that in hir coppe was n9 ferthyng sene 
of gr^ce, whan she dronken hadd^ hir draughte ; 135 
ful semely after hir mft^ she raughte. 
And sikerly she was of gr§§t desport. 
and ful plesaunt, and amyabl^ of port; 
and peyned \i\xe to countrefgte cheere 
of court, and been estatlich of manere, 140 

and to ben h9lden df^n^ of reverence. 
But for to spfken of hir^ conscience, 
she was S9 charitable and S9 pitous, 
she wolde wepe, if that she svxugh a mous 
kaught in a trappy, if it \i%xe d§§d or bledde. 145 
Of smale houndes hadd^ she that she fedde 
with r9sted flessh, and milk, and wastel brf^d; 
but S99re she wepte, if 99n of hem w^re d§gd, 
or if men sm99t it with a yerde smerte ; 

148. wepte she. 
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and al was consfieiici; and tendre lierte. i 

Ful semely hir wympel pynched was; 

hire nQS« tretj-s, hir yen grejY as glas; 

hir mouth ful sraal, and thgrto soiu and r^^d. 

But sikerly she haddc a fair forh^^d : 

il was almggsl a spanne brpgd, i irowe ; i 

for hardily she was nat undergrowe. 

Ful fetys was hir clpkf, as i was war. 

Of smal coral aboute hire acra she bar 

a peire of bfdes, gauded al with grene; 

and ih^ron heng a brppch of gold ful sheene, i 

on which lligr was first writif a crowned d, 

and after, Amor vincit omnia. 

Another nonne with hir« hadde she, 

that was hir( chapeleyiw, and preesles (hrS. 

A MAnk ihfr was, a fair for the maislrie, i 

an ouiridp?, that loved* venerfe ; 
a manly man, 16 been an abbot able. 
Ful many a deyntee hors haddi^ he in stable ; 
and whan he rppd, men myghlf his brydel heerc 
gynglen in a whistlyng* wynd as cleere, i 

and fgk as loud.? as dooth the chapel belle, 
th?r as this Iqrd was kepew of the eelle. 
The reuU of -seint Maur* or of seint Beneit, 
by causf that it was ^Id, and somd^l streit, 
this ilte monk leet [il] forby him pace, i 

and heeld afler the newe world the space. 
He yaf nat of that text a pulled hen, 
that seith llial hunters been nat hpply men, 
ne that a monk, whan he is reccheljfs, 
is likned til a flssh ihat /'s waterl^^s; i: 

this is to seyn, a monk out of hia clo}stre. 
But ih'ilke text heeid he nat worth an oysire; 
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and i seyd^ his opinioun was good. 

What sholdtf he studio and mak^ hymselven wood, 

upon a book in cloystr^ alwey to poure, 185 

or swynken with his hgndes, and laboure, 

as Austyn bit? How shal the world be served? 

Lat Austyn hav^ his swynk to him reserved! 

Th^rfQK lie was a prikasour aright; 

greyhoundtfs he hadd^ as swift as fow^l in flight ; 190 

of prikyng and of huntyng for the hare 

was al his lust, for np cost wold^ he spare. 

1 seigh his sieves ypurfikd at the hpnd 

with grys, and that the fynest^ of a Ipnd; 

and for to festn^ his hood un-der his chyn, 195 

he hadd^ of gold ywroght a curious pyn: 

a love-knotty in the gretter end^ th§r was. 

His h§§d was balkd, that shggn as any glas, 

and §§k his fac^, as it hadd^ been enoynt; 

he was a Igrd ful fat, and in good poynt. 200 

His ^yen stfp^ and roUyng^ in his h§§d, 

that stemed as a forneys of a Ig^d. 

His bootes soupl^, his hors in gr§§t estaat. 

Now certeinly he was a fair prelaat : 

he was nat pak as a forpyned gQQSt; 205 

a fat swan lov^d he best of any rpgst. 

His palfrey was as broun as is a berye. 

A Frer^ th§r was, a wantgwn and a merye, 
a lymytour, a ful solem/ne man. 
In all^ the ordres four^ is ngpn that kan a 10 

S9 much^ of daliaunc^ and fair lang^ge. 
He hadd^ imaad ful many a mariage 
of yonge wommen at his gwme cost 
Unto his ordr^ he was a ngble post. 
And wel bilov^d and famtilier was he 315 
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with frankrfeyns ^ver al in his coniree, 

and ?gk with worthy wommen of the (oun; 

for he haddi power of confessioun 

as seyde -hymself, mppre than a cilrat ; 

for of his ordri he was licenciaf. 

Ful 3wete!y herd? he confessioun, 

and plesaunt was his absoliicioun j 

he was an ^sy man to y?vif penaunce, 

thgr as he wiste han a good pitaunce; 

for unto a ppure ordre for to yive 

is st^ne that a man is wel yshryve; 

for if he yaf, he dorste mak* avaunt, 

he wi^te that a man was repenlaunt ; 

for many a man sg hard is of his herte, 

he may nat wep?, althogh hym spere smerte \ 

flifrfpre in st^dif of wepynge and preyeres 

men ■moot? y?v^ silver t5 the pgure freres. 

His typet was ay farsed fill of knyves 

and pynnes for to y^ven faire wyves. 

And certeinly he haddf a mflrye ngte; 

wel koud( he syng^. and pleyen on a rpte; 

of yeddyngre 'he baar outrely the pris. 

His nekke whit was as the flour-de-Iys ; 

thfito he strgng was as a champioun. 

He knew the tavernes wel in gvn-y toun, 

and fvmch Aosiilgr and tappest^re 

bet than a lajiar or a beggest^n;. 

For unto swich a worthy man as he 

acorded nat, as by his facliUee, 

to have with sike lazars aqueyntaunce : 

it is nat Aonest, it may nat avaunce 

d§elen with np swich porail/e, 

with rich*, and sellers of vilail/e, 
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and 9v«- al th§r as profit shold^ arise. 

Curteis he was, and Igwly of serv^se ; 250 

th^r nas ng man ngwh^r sq vertuous. 

He was the beste begger^ in his hous: 

for thogh a wydwe hadde noght a sho, 

S9 plf saunt was his In prtnctpio, 

yet wold^ he hav^ a ferthyng §r he wente; 255 

his purchas was wel bettre than his rente. 

And rag^ he koud^, right as it w^r^ a whelpe; 

in love-day^s thfr koud^ he muchel helpe. 

for th§r he was nat lyk a cloysterer, 

with thr^dbar^ cgp^, as is a pQur^ scoler ; a6o 

but he was lyk a maister, or a p9pe: 

of double worsteds was his semycppe, 

that rounded as a belk out of the presse. 

Somwhat he lipsed for his wantgwnesse, 

to mak^ his Englissh sweets upon his tonge. 265 

And in his harpyng, whan that he hadd^ songe, 

his^ yen twynkled in his h§§d aryght 

as doon the sterres in the frosty nyght. 

This worthy lymytour was clfped Huberd. 

A Marchaunt was th§r with a forked b§rd; 270 
in motelee and hy^ on hors he sat; 
upon his h§§d a Flaundryssh b§ver hat ; 
his bootes clasped fair^ and fetisly. 
His^ r^souns 'he spak fill solem^nely, 
sownyng^ alway th' encrf^s of his wyn'nyng. 375 
He wold^ the s§§ w^r^ kept for any thing 
bitwixe Middelburgh and Qrewelle. 
Wel koud^ he in eschaunge sheeldes selle. 
This worthy man ful wel his wit bisette : 
th§r wiste np wight that he was in dette, 280 

59 <?statly was he of his governaunce, 
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wilh his bargaytin and with his chevysjaunce. 
For BOlh he was a worthy man with alle; 
but soolh to seyn, i nggt how men hym calle. 

A Clerk th?r was of Oxenford alsp, 
that unto logyk hadde Igtigf ygp. 
As If^ne was his hors as is a rake; 
and he nas nat right Tat, i undeilakc, 
but looked holw?, and th^rto sgbrejy. 
Ful thrgdbare was his gvtreste courtepy; 
for he hadde get* hym yet ng benefice, 
ne was sp worldly for to have of/tcCi.^ 
For hym was levers have at liis beddijs h?ed 

, twenty bookes, c!ad in blak or tg^d, 
of Aristptls and his philosophic 
than rpbes richf, or filhclc, or gay sautrie. 
But al be that he was a philosophrc, 
yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre; 
but al that 'he rayghte of his freendes hcnte, 
on bookes and his lernyngs he it spenle, 
and bisily gan Tor the spules preye 
of hem that yaf liym wh^rwilh to scoleye ; 
of studie took he -mgpst cijre and mgpst heede. 
Noght 9 word spak he mgpre than was needcj 
and that was seyd in forms and reverence, 
and short, and quyk, and ful of hy sentence ; 
sownyng* in moral veitii was his speche, 
and gladly wolds he lerne and gladly Igche. 
j A SKRiiEAiiNT OF THE Lawe, War and wys, 
that often hadde been at the parvys, 
ihjr was al'sp, ful riche of excel/ence ; 

\ discreel he was, and of gr^gt reverence; 
)he semcd swich, hiss wotdes w^rr sg wise. 

' JUbUc« he was ful often in aisiise, 
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by patents, and by pleyn com»iissioun./ 315 

For his sdenc^, and for his high renoun, 

of fees and rpbes hadd^ he many ggn^__ 

Sq gr§§t a purchasour was ngwhfr nggn; 

al was fee symplf to hym in effect; 

his purchasyng myghte nat been infect. 320 

J Ngwh^r 59 bisy a man as he th^r nas, 

I and yet he semed bisier than he was. 
In termes haddf he caas and doomes alle, 
that frg the tym^ of kyng William w^r^ falle. 
Thgrto he koud^ endit^ and mak^ a thyng, 325 

th§r koude ng wight pynch^ at his wri'tyng. 
And %Meiy statut koud^ he pleyn by rpte. , 

He rggd but hggmly in a medlee cgte, 
girt with a ceint of silk, with barres smale; 
of his array tellf i ng lenger tale. 330 

k Frankeleyn was in his c5mpai^nye ; 
whit was his h§§d as is a dayes-^e; 
of his complexi'oun he was san'gwyn. 
Wei lov^d he by the morw^ a sop in wyn; 
to lyven in delit was ^exe his wone, 335 

for he was Epicurus gw^e sone, 
that heeld opinioun that pleyn delit 
was verrayly felicitee parfit.> 
An houshgld^r^, and that a grf §t was he ; 
seint jQlian was he in his contree. 340 

His br§§d, his al^ was alweys after ggn; 
a bettr^ envyned man was ngwhgr nggn; 
withoute bake m^t^ was ii<^eie his hous, 
of fissh and flessh, and that sg plentevous, 
it snewed in his hous of m^t^ and drynke. 345 

Of alle deyntees that men koude thynke, 
af'ter the sondry s^souns of the y^^r 
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he diaunged him his mgtf and his soper. 
Ful many a fat partrich hadde he in muwe, 
and many a br^^m, and many a luce in £Luwe. 
W9 was his cook, but if his sauce wgre 
poynaunt, and sharp, and redy al his g?;re. 
His able dormaunt in his ha lie alway 
slood redy covered al ihe Ipug^ day.' 
At seasiouns thgr was he Igrd and sire ; 
ful ofle-lyme be was knyght of the slilre. 
An anlaas, and a gtpser aJ of silk 
heeng at his girde!, whit as mome milk. 
A shirrev* hadde he been and a counioiir ; 
was npwhgr such a worthy vavasour. 

An Haberdassherb, and a CarpenteKj 
a Webbe, a Dyerb and a Tapycer 
wgr; with us, clothed alk in g lyviree, 
of -a solem/n^ and gr^ft fraternitee. 
Ful fressh and newe her gfgre aplked was: 
her knyves wfre ychaped noght with bras, 
but al with silver, wroghl ful clfn^ and wed 
here girdles and hir pouches gv^rydggl. 
Wei semed gch of hem a fair burgeys, 
16 sitten in a yeldhalle on a deys. 
Jvrtrich for the wisdom that he kan 
was shaply for 16 been an alderman. 
For catel hadde they ynough and rente, 
and 55k her wyves wolde it wcl assenie; 
and elles, cetteyn, w^re they to blame: 
it is ful fair to been ycl^ped ma dame, 
and for to gggn to vigils al bilgre, 
and have a mantel roiailiclie ybgre. 

A Cook they hadde with hem for the iipnes, 
In botl/e cliiknes with the marybpnes, 



88 SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER. 

and poudre-marchaunt tart, and galyngale. 

Wei koud^ he kngw^ a draughts of London ale. 

He koude rggst^, and seth^, and boil/f, and frye, 

mak'en mortrewes 'and wel bak^ a pye. 

But gr§§t harm was it, as it thoghte me, 385 

that on his shyn^ a mormal hadde he; 

for blankmanger, that mad^ he with the beste. 

A Shipman was th§r, wonyng^ fer by weste : 
for aught i wggt, he was of Dertemouthe. 
He rggd upon a rouncy, as he kouthe, 390 

[clad] in a gown^ of faldyng to the knee. 
A daggers hangyng^ on a laas hadd^ he 
about^ his nekk^ un-der his arm adoun. 
The hggte som^ hadd^ maad his hew^ al broun; 
and certeinly he was a good felawe. 395 

Ful many a draughts of wyn he hadde drawe 
frg Burdeuxward, whil that the chapman sleep. 
Of nyce consnenc^ took he ng keep: 
if that he faught, and hadd^ the hyer hgnd, 
by wat^r he sent^ hem hggm to %vexy Ignd. 400 

But of his craft to rfken^ wel his tydes, 
his str^mes and his daungers hym bisides, 
his herberw^, and his moon^, his Igd^menage, 
th^r nas nggn swich from Hulle to Cartage. 
Hardy he was, and wys to undertake. 405 

With many a tempest hadd^ his b§rd been shake; 
he knew wel all? the havens, as they w§re, 
frg Gggtlgnd to the Cap^ of Fynyst§re, 
and §v<?ry cryk^ in Britai^n^ and in Spayne. 
His barg<? y eloped was the Maudelayne. 410 

With us th?r was a Doctour of phisTk. 
In.al this world ne was thfr nggn hym lik . 
to sp^k^ of phisik and of stirgerye; 
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r be was grounded in astronomye; 
he kept* his pacient a ful grgft dg^l 
in //oures by his magyk natiir^fl ; 
wel koude he fortiineii the ascendent 
of hisc yniages Tor his pacient. 
He knew tlie cause of gv^rich maladye, 
wgre it of hgpt or C9ld, or moyst^, or cirye, 
and wligre engendred, and of what /iuinour ; 
he was a ver^uy parfi! praklisour; 
ihe cauM ykngwe and of his harm the roote, 
anpn he yaf the sike man his boote. 
Ful redy hadd« he his« apolAecaries 
to sendf him drogges and his letiiaries, 
for §ch of hem made oolher for to wyinie; 
hir frendshipf nas nai newe lo bigyiine. 
Wet knew he the gide Esclilapius 
and Deyscpri-dgs, and ^gk RQfus, 
pldi! Ypocras, Haly, and Galy^n, 
Serapipn, Razis. and Avyc^n, 
A\erroi8, Damasfien, and Constanlyn. 
Bernard, and Gatesden, and Gilberlyn. 
Of his diete mesUrable was lie, 
for it was of ng sQperlliiilee, 
but of gT?{t norissyng, and digestible. 
His studie was but litel on the Bible, 
In sangwyn and in pers he clad was al, 
lyn'ed with taffaia and wiih sendal. 
And yet he was but gsy of dispence ; 
he kepte ihat he wan in pestilence; 
for gold in phisik is a cordial, 
ihfrfpr^ he loved? gold in special. 

A good WiF was ihgr of biside Batiif: 
but she was som-dgl ds^f. and that was stntlie. 



90 SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER. 

Of clggth-mak-yng she hadde swich an haunt, 
she passed hem of Ypres and of Gaunt. 
In al the parissh^ wif ne was th§r nggn 
that to ihe offrynge bifgre hir^ sholde gQQn; 450 

and if thgr did^, certeyn sg wrggth was she, 
that she was out of alle charitee. 
Hir coverchiefs ful fyne w§k of ground; 
i dorste sw§r^, they weyeden ten pound, 
that on a son day w^re upon hir hg§d. 455 

Hir hgsen wgren 'of fyn scarlet r§§d 
ful streittf yteyd, and shoos ful moyst^ and newe. 
Bggld was hir fac^, and fair, and r§§d of hewe. 
She was a worthy womman al hir lyve. 
Housbgnd^s at chirche dgre she hadd^ fyve, 460 

withouten oother compai^nye in youthe; 
but thgrof nedeth nat to sp§k^ as nowthe. 
And thries hadd^ she been at Jerwsalgm. 
She hadde passed many a straunge strgm : 
at Rome she hadd^ been, and at Boloi^ne, 465 

in Galic^, at Seint Jam^, and at Coloi^ne; 
she koude much^ of wandryngf by the weye. 
Gattothed was she, soothly for to seye. 
Upon an aumbler^ §sily she sat, 
ywympled vvel, and on hir h§§d an hat, 470 

as higgd as is a bok^ler or a targe ; 
a foot-man*tel about^ hir hipes large, 
and on hir^ feet a pair^ of spares sharpe. 
In felaw^ship^ wel koud^ she laughs and carpe. 
Of remedies of lov^ she knew per chaunce; 475 

for of that art she koud^ the glde daunce. 
^ A good man was th§r of religioun, 
and was a pgure Persoun of a toun; 
but rich^ he was of hggly thoght and werk. 
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He was alsQ a lemcd man, a clerk, 

[hat Cristes gospel trew^ly wolde prgclie; 

histf parisshens devoutly woldf he tgche. 

Benjyiiif he was and w6nder diligenl, 

and in adversitee ful pacie^it; 

and swich he was ypreved bfte-sithes. 

Ful Igpih wgcr) hym to cursen for \a&t tillies ; 

but rather woldf he ygven out of doiUe 

unto his pQure parisshens aboute, 

of his offr-yng, and 55k of his subslaunce ; 

he koudi in litel thyng have stif/isaunce. 

Wyd was his pari'sshe, and houses fer asoiicler; 

but he ne lafle oat for reyn ne thonder, 

in siknessf nor in meschief to visite 

the ferreste in his parisshc, much.; and lite, 

upon his feet, and in his hgnd a slaf. 

This npbl^ ensaumple to his sheep he yaf, 

thai first* he wroght^, and afterward he taug 

Out of the gospel he thg wordes caughie, 

and this figure he added ^gk thgrto, 

that if gold ruste, what shal iren doo ? 

For if a preest be foul, on whom w5 tcusle, 

no wonder is a l^wed man 16 ruste. 



hie, 



Wei Oghlf a preest ensaumple for to yive 51 

by his clen'nessf, how that his sheep shokV lyve. 
He sette nat his benefice to hyre, 
and leet his sheep encombred in the myrc, 
and ran to L6ndon unto seinte Pguies 
16 seken hym a chaunteri* for spuies, 5 

r with a bretherhgd to been withhglde, 
t dwelt* at hggm, and kepte wel his fglde, 
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S9 that the wolf ne madtf it nat myscarie; 

he was a shepherds and ng mercenarie. 

And thogh he hgply w§r<?, and vertiious, 515 

he was to synful men noght despitoiis, 

ne of his speche daungerous ne d\g^ne, 

but in his t^chyng discreet and beny^ne; 

to drawen folk to heven^ by faimesse, 

by good ensaumple, was his bisynesse. 520 

But it \^%xe any persgn^ obstinat, 

what sp he w^r^, of high or iQugh estat, 

hym wold^ he snybben sharply for the ngnys. 

A bettre preest 1 trow^ that npwh^r nggn ys. 

He ne waited after pomp^ ne reverence, 525 

ne maked him a spiced consnence; 

but Cristes Iggr^ and his^ Apostles twelve 

he taught^, but first he folwed it hymselve. 

With hym th§r was a Plowman, was his brother, 
that hadd^ ylad of dong ful many a fother. 530 

A trewe swynker^ and a good was he, 
lyvyng<? in p§§s and parfit charitee. 
God lov^d he best with al his hggle herte, 
at alle tymes, thogh him gam^d or smerte, 
and thanntf his ni^^ebor^ right as hymselve. 535 

He wolde thressh^ and thgrto dyk^ and delve, 
for Cristes sak^, for %yexy pgure wight, 
withouten hir^, if it lay in his myght. 
HiS(? tithes payed^ *he ful fair^ and wel, 
bgth^ of his propre swynk and his cateL 540 

In a tabard he rggd upon a m§re. 
Th^r was alsg a rev^, and a mill^re, 
a somnour, and a pardoner alsg, 
a mauncipk, and myself — th§r wfr^ na mg. 

The MiLLERfi was a stout carl for the ngnes, 545 
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il byg- he was of brawn and g^k of bgnes; 
lat proved wel, for q\et al th?r he cam, 
wrastlyng? he wolde havff alwey the ram, 

short-sholdred, brgpd, a thikke fciiarre; 
ihfr nas np dprt that he rold? h^ve of harre, 
or br?ke it at a rennyng with his hg^d. 
His b?rd as any sowf or fox was r^gd, 
and th^rto brggd, as ihogh it wgre a syside. 
Upon the cop right of his ngs? he liade 
a werif, and [h?ron stood a toft of hfrjs, 
Ifd as the brilstles of a sowes frys; 
i npselhirles blake w§r« and wyde. 
swerd and boki-ler bar lie by his syde. 
His moulh as wyd was as a grfft foriieys. 
He was a janglere and a goliardeys ; 
and that was mggst of synnf and harloiries, 
k'el kouds he stolen com, and lollen thries; 
id yet he hadd^ a ihombf of gold pardee. 
whit CQle and a blew hood w?red he. 
baggepip? wel koude he blpw? aiid sowne, 
thgr-wiih-a! he brogbtc us out of lowne. 
A gentil Macnciplk was ihfr of a temple, 
which achatours myghte takrf exemple, 
to be wisf in byyngf of vitail/e ; 
whether that he paydf, or took by lail/e, 
\e he wayted sg in his achaat 
that he was ay bifgrn and in good siaat. 
Now is nat thai of God a ful fair grace, 
tt swich a 1 5 wed mannes wit shal pace 
wisdom of an h^fp of lemed men ? 
maistres hadd« he mp Jhan ihries ten, 
it li^t of law* expert and curious; 
wliiclur thfr V^te a duzeyn* in that hous. 
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worthy to been styward^s of rente and Ignd 

of any Igrd that is in Engelgnd, 5S0 

to mak^ hym lyve by his propre good 

in honour dett^l§§s, 'but if he w^r^ wood, 

or Xj^e as scarsly as hym list desire; 

and able for t5 helpen al a shire 

in any caas that myghte falk or happe — 585 

and yet this mauncipl^ sett^ her aller cappe. 

The Reve was a sdendre colerik man. 
His b§rd was shav^ as ny as ^et he kan; 
his h^^r was by his §res round yshgrn ; 
his top was dokked lyk a preest bifgrn. 590 

Ful Ignge w^r^ his legges and ful l^ne 
ylyk a staf — th§r was nQ calf ysene. 
Wei koudtf he kep^ a gerner and a bynne ; 
th^r was nggn auditour koud^ of him wynne. 
Wei wisttf he by the droght^ and by the reyn 595 
the yeldyng^ of his seed and of his greyn. 
His Igrdes sheep, his n§'(gt, his dayerye, 
his swyn, his hors, his stggr, and his pultrye 
was hgglly in this reves govemyng, 
and by his c6v«iaunt yaf the r^kenyng, 600 

syn that his Igrd was twenty y§§r of age; 
th^r koud^ np 'man bryng^ hym in arrerage. 
Th§r nas bail/*if, ne hierd<?, ne oother hyne, 
that he ne knew his sleights and his covyne; 
they wfr^ adrad of hym as of the d§§th. 605 

His wonyng was ful fair^ upon an h§§th ; 
with grene trees yshadwed was his place. 
He koude bettre than his iQrd purchace. 
Ful rich^ he was astgred pryvely ; 
his igrd wel koud^ he pl^sen sti^tilly, 6io 

t5 y^e and l^n^ hym of his 9Wtfne good, 



^BPeolocue to the catk'terbvry tales. <j. 

Bimd hav* a ihank, and (el a gown^ and hood. 
In youihf he lemed haddr; a good myst^r ; 
he was a wel good wrighl*. a carpenter. 
This reve sat upon a ful good slot, 6t 

that was al pom^ly grey, and highte Scot. 
A Igng surcgte of pers upon he hade, 
and by his syd« he baar a rusty blade. 
or Northfolk was this rev? of which i telle, 
bisTde a toon men cl^pen Baldeswclle. 6; 

Tukked he was, as is a frew, aboule; 
and %\cte he rpgd the hyndreste of a\iie route. 
A SoMNOUR was thfr with us in ihat place, 
that haddiT a (yr-r^gd cherubynes face ; 
for B3\vcefl??m he was, with yen narwe ; 63 

with scalled browes blake, and piled b^rd. 

Of his visage children wgw afgrd, 

Ther nas quyk-silver, lytarg?, ne brymstpgn, 

bpras, ceruw, ne oil/e of lartre nggn, 6j 

ne oynement that wolde clens* and byte, 

that hytn myghle belpen of the whelkes white, 

nor of the knobbes siltyng* on his chekes. 

Wel lov^d he garleek, o)-nouns, and ^gk lekes, 

and for to drynken slrgng wyn, t%%A as blood. 63 

Thann^ wold* he sp^kf, and crie as he wf w wood ; 

and whan that he wel dronken hadde the wyii, 

than wolde he spjke np word but Laiyn. 

A (ewe termes hadde he, two or thre, 

that he had lemed out of som decree; 64 

np w&nder is — he herd? it a) the day; 

and ;(k ye kapwen wel how that a jay 

kan cigpea Wallf as wel as kan the pgpe. 

Bui who S9 koudr in oother ihyng hym gpq^. 
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thann^ hadd^ he spent al his philosophie; 645 

ay questio, quid juris wold^ he crie. 






o.'> 



And if he fgpnd gwh^r a good felawe, 
he wolde t§chen him to hav^ ngon awe 
in swich caas of the erced^k^es curs, 
but if a mannes sguk ^%ie in his purs ; 
for in his purs he shold^ ypunyssh^d be ; 
'purs is the erced^kmes helk/ seyde he. 
But wel i W99t, he lyed right in dede: 
of cursyng oght^ %ch gilty man him dr§de; 660 

for curs wol sl§§, right as assoil/yng savith; 
and alsQ war him of a significdvit. 
In daunger hadd^ he at his gwme gise 
the yonge girles of the diocise, 

and knew hir conseil, and was al hir r§§d. 665 

A gerland hadd^ he set upon his hf §d, 
as gr§§t as it w§r^ for an ale-stake; 
a bokdeer hadd^ he maad him of a cake. 
With hym thgr was a gentil PardonEr 
of Rouhcival, his freend and his compeer, 670 

that streight was comen frg the court of Rome. 
Ful loud^ he sggng cbm hider love id me. 
This Somnour bar to hym a stif burdoun; 
was nfver^ tromp^ of half 39 gr^^t a soun. 
This Pardoner hadd^ hf^r as yelw as wex, 675 

but smoth^ it heeng as dooth a strike of flex ; 
by ounces heng^ his^ lokkes that he hadde, 
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and thgrwilh he his* shuUlres pverspradde ; 
but thynne \l lay by colpouns ggn and gpn. 
But hood for joUlee ne w§red -he nygn, 
for il was trussed up in his walet ; 
hym ihoglil; be rppd al of the newe jet; 
dischevflee save his cappe he rggd al bare, 
Swich* glaryngf yen hadde he as an hare. 
A vemycl* hadd« he sowed upon his cappe. 
His walet lay birgrn hym in his lappe, 
bretfu! of pardoun corns from Rome al hgpt. 
A voys he hadde as smal as hath a gggt. 
Ng b^rd hadd^ he, ne ngvere sholde have; 
as smolhtf it was as it w^re lat« yshave. 

But of his craft frg Berwyk into Ware, 
ne was thgr swich another pardoner. 
For in his male he hadd( a pilwe-beer, 
which that he seyde was oure lady veyl; 
he seyde he hadd* a gobet of the seyl 
[which] that seint Peter hadde, whan he wente 
upon the sgg, til Jd^su Crist hym hente. 
He haddc a croys of latoun fu.1 of stpnes, 
2nd in a glas he hadde piggea bgnes. 
But with this* relikre, whanne that he fpnd 
a pgure persoun dwellyngi upon Ignd, 
upon a day he gat hym mggre moneye 
than that the persoun gat in monihes tweye. 
And thus with fcyned flat/erye and japes 
he mad* the persoun and the pepi* Ins n|ifS. 
But trewely to tclien atte laste, 
he was in chiiche a ngbl? eccleaiasie ; 
wel koudf he rgri^ a lesjoun or a sigiie ; 
but alderbesl he spng an of/eri^rie; 
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for wel he wiste, whan that spng was songe, 
he moste prgch^, and wel af/il^ his tonge 
to Wynne silver as he ful wel koude; 
th^r^fgr^ he sgng the miirierly and loude. 



VIII. 

PARDONER'S TALE. 

In Flaundres whilom was a compai^nye 

of yonge folk, that haunteden folye, 

as riot, hasard, stewes, and tavernes, 

wh§r as, with harpes, lutes, and gytemes, 

they daunc^ and pley^ at dys bgth^ day and nyght, 5 

and %U als9, and drynken Qv<?r her myght, 

thurgh which they doon the devel sacrifise 

withinn^ that devdes tempk in cursed wise, 

by sQperfliiytee abomynable ; 

her gthes been sp %x%\.e and sg dam/nable 10 

that it is grisly for to heer^ hem sw^re : 

our^ blessed Lgrdes body they tot^re ; 

hem thoghte Jewes rent^ hym noght ynough ; 

and fch of hem at oth^res synne lough. 

This^ riotoures thre, of which^ i telle, 15 

Igng^ §rst %x. prime rgng of any belle 
w^r^ set hem in a taverns for to drynke ; 
and as they sat, they herd^ a belle clynke 
bifgrn a cors, was caried to his grave; 
that ggn of hem gan callen to his knave : 30 

* g9 bet,' quod he, * and axe redily, 
what cors is this that passeth heer forby; 
and look^ that thou reports his name weel/ 



PARDONER S TAl.B. 

' Sir?,' quod this boy, ' it nedeth n^v^r-a-d^f! : 
it was me tg^lc! fr ye cam heer two ^oures, 
He was pardee an pld felaw^ of youres 
and aodeynly he was yslayn tonyght, 
fordtonfc; as 'he sat on his bench upright; 
thgr cam a privee theef, men cl^peii Df^tli, 
that in this contree al llie peple sl^gth, 
and with his spfre he smppt his heric atwo, 
and went? his wey withouten wordes mg. 
He hath a thousand slayn this pestilence. 
And maister, ?r ye come in his presence, 
me Ihynketh that it wgre necesrarie 
for to be war of swich an adversarie : 
beth redy for to meeti; hym gverjmggre ; 
thus laughte me my dam^ — I sey na mpgre.' 
' By seinte Marie,' seydf this taverner, 
' the child seilh sooth, for he hath slayn this ye?r 
hern? gver a mll« withinne a grf§t vil^g;e, 
bpthe man and wBmman, child, and hyne, and pagi 
1 iTove, his habitacioun be ih^re. 
To been avysed grggt wysdom it w^re, 
gr that he did« a man a dishonour.' 
'Yg, Goddes amies,' quod this riotour, 
' is it swich peril with hym for lo meete ? 
1 shal hym sekir by wey and ^gk by slrete, 
1 mak( avow to Goddes d^e bgnes I 
Herk'neth felawes, we thre been al pnes; 
lat (ch of us hgldf up his hgnd til oolher, 
and gch of us bicomen othfres brother, 
and we w6l slggn this false traytour D^^lh : 
he shal be slayn which that sg many slg^th, 
by Goddes dignitee, |r it be nyghtl' 
JSgidres han ihise thre bir trouthes plight, 
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to lyvtf and dyen §ch of hem for oother, 

as thogh he wgw his Qwm^ ybgrne brother. 

And up they stirt^, al dronken in this rage, 

and forth they gQQn towardes that vil/age 60 

of which the taverner hadd^ spgk^ bifprn ; 

and many a grisly Qpth thann^ han they swgrn, 

and Cristes blessed body they torente — 

'Dffth shal be d^^d, if that they may hym hente/ 

Whan they han gQgn nat fully half a mile, 65 

right as they wold^ han troden gv^r a stile, 
an 99ld man and a pgure with hem mette. 
This glde man ful mekely hem grette, 
and seyde thus, ' Now, Igrdes, God yow see I ' 
The proudest^ of this^ riotoures three 70 

answerd^ agayn, 'What, carl with sory grace, 
why artow al forwrapped sav^ thy face ? 
why lyvestow 59 l9ng^ in 59 gr^^t age?' 
This 9lde man gan look^ in his visage, 
and seyde thus, *For i ne kan nat iynde 75 

a man, thogh that i walked into Ynde, 
neith'er in citee nor in n9 vil^ge, 
that wolde chaung^ his youthe for myn age ; 
and ih^rfpr^ moot i han myn age stille, 
as l9nge lym^ as it is Goddes wille. 80 

Ne d^^th, al/as! ne wol nat han my lyf. 
Thus walk^ i, lyk a restel^^s kaityf; 
and on the ground, which is my moodres gate, 
i knokke with my staf %x\y and late, 
and seye, "leeve mooder, l^^t me in! 85 

16, how i vanyssh^, flessh, and blood, and skynl 
al/as I whan shul my b9nes been at reste ? 
mooder, with yow i wolde chaung^ my cheste, 
that in my chaumbre l9nge tym^ hath be, 



PARDONE/i'S TALE. 

y^, for an heyre clowt lo wrappe me I " 

But yet lo me she wol nat do thai grace, 

for which ful pal* and welked is my face. 

But sitts, to yow it is ng curteisye 

to sp^lten to an pld man vileyrye, 

but he trespasse in word or elles in dede. 

In hggly writ ye may yourself wel rgde, 

"agayns an ggld man, hpgr upon his h^gd, 

ye sholdf aris< ; " wh^rfgrf i y%\e yow r^^d, 

ne doolh unto an ggld mnn iiggn harm now, 

na mgpre than ye woldf men did to yow 

in age, if that ye sg Iptige abyde ; 

and God he with yow, wh^r* ye gg or r^cle : 

i moot gg Ihider as i have to gg.' 

'Nay, glde cherl^ by God, tiiou shall nat sg,' 

seyde this oolher hasardour angn, 

■ thou partest nat sg lightly, by Seint Jg//n ! 
Thou spak right now of Ih'ilke traytour D^^th, 
ihat in this conlree all* ourr freendes slg^t''- 
Have heer my trouthc, as ihou art his espyc, 
telle whjr he is, or thou shall it abye, 

by God, and by the hggly sacrement ! 
For soolhly ihou art ggn of his assent, 
16 slf^n us yonge folk, thou false theef!' 

■ Now slrfs,' quod he, * if that yow be sg leef 
lo fyude D^ijth, turne up this croked wey, 

for in that grgv< i lafw hym, by my feyj 
un'der a tree, and ihjr he wole abyde : 
nat for •yome bggst he woln him nglhyng hyde. 
Se ye that ggk? — right th^r ye shal hym iynde. 
God save yow that boghle agayn mankynde, 
and yow amende I ,' thus sejde this gldc man. 
And jvfrich of lliise riotoures r 
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til he cam to that tree, and thgr they founde 

of floryns fyn^ of gold ycoyned rounde 

wel-ny an eighte busshels, as hem thoghte. 125 

N9 lenger thanne after D§§th they soghte, 

but §ch of hem sg glad was of that sighte, 

for that the floryns been S9 faiw and brighte, 

that doun they sett^ hem by this precious hoord. 

The worsts of hem he spak the firste word : 130 

* Breth^'ren/ quod he, ' taak kepe what i seye ; 
my wit is gr^^t, thogh that i bourd^ and pleye. 
This tresor hath Fortune unto us yiven, 
in myrth^ and jolitee our^ lyf t5 lyven, 
and lightly as it comth sg wol we spende. 135 

Ey, Goddes precious dl^itee I who wende 
today that we shold^ han sg fair a grace? 
but myght^ this gold be caried frp this place 
hpQm to myn hous, or elles unto youres — 
for wel ye wggt that al this gold is oures — 140 

thanne w§re we in high felicitee. 
But trewely by day^ it may nat bee; 
men wolde seyn that we w§r^ theves strgnge, 
and for our^ gw^ne tresor doon us hgnge. 
This tresor m6st<? ycaried be by nyghte, 145 

as wisly and as slyly as it myghte. 
Wh^rfgr^ i r§d^ that cut amgng us alle 
be draw^, and lat se wh^r the cut wol falle. 
And he that hath the cut with herte blithe 
shal renne to the town, and that ful swithe, 150 

and bryng^ us br§§d and wyn ful prively. 
And two of us shul kepen sii^tilly 
this tresor wel; and if he wol nat tarie, 
whan it is nyght we wol this tresor carie 
by 99n assent wh^r as us thynkelh best/ 155 
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That gpii of liem the cut broghw in liis fesl. 
and bad hem draw/, and looke wh^K it wol falie ; 
and it fil on the yongcsts of h«ni alle ; 
and forth toward the toun he went^ anpn. 
And al sp soone as that he was gpn, 
that 9pn of hem spak thus unto that oollier : 
' Thou knpwest wel thou art my sflgrne broiher ; 
thy profit \v61 i telle Ihee anpn. 
Thou W99St wel that our? felawe is aggn, 
and heer is gold, and that ful gr^^t pleniec, 
that shai departed been aiii9ng us ihre. 
But nalhel^gs, if 1 kan shap; it s^ 
that it departed wgr/ amgng us two, 
hadd< i nal doon a freendes lorn to thee ? ' 
That oother answerde, 'i nppt how that may be: 
he wgpt how that the gold is with us tweye ; 
what shal we doon? what sbal we to hym bcyef 
' Shal it be conseil ? ' seyde the iirsle shrewe, 
'and f shal tellen thee in wordes fewe, 
what we shal doon, and brynge it wel abouic.' 
' I grauntc,' quod that oother, ' out of doute 
that by my trouihe i shal thee nat bisvreye.' 
' Now,' quod the firsif, ' thou wppst wel we be Iwcye, 
and two of us shuJ strenger be than ggn. 
Look* whan that he is set, and right ang^n 
arys, as thogh thou woldest with hym plcye, 
and i shal ryve hym ihurgh the sydes t\\eye, 
whil [hat thou slrogflest with hym as in game; 
and with thy daggers look.; ihou do the same. 
And thann; shal al this gold departed be, 
my deere freend, bitwixen me and thee. 
Thann.; may we bgthe our/ lustes al fulfille, 
and pley^r at dys right at our/ gw/ne wille.' 
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And thus acorded been this^ shrewes tweye 

to sl§§n the thridd^, as ye han herd me seye. 190 

This yongest^, which that went^ unt5 the toun, 
ful oft^ in hert^ he rolleth up and doun 
the beautee of this^ floryns new^ and brighter 
' Q, l9rd/ quod he, * if sq vt^xe that i myghte 
havtf al this tresor to my self allgne, 195 

th§r is np man that lyv^th un-der the trone 
of God that sholde \y\e sg mury^ as il' 
And atte last^ the feend, our^ enemy, 
putt^ in his thoght that he sholde poysoun beye, 
with which he myghte sl^^n his^ felaw^ tweye; 200 

forwhy the feend fggnd hem in swich lyvynge 
that he hadd^ Igve hem to sorwe brynge ; 
for this was outrely his fulk entente, 
to sl^gn hem bgth^, and n^ver^ to repente. 
And forth he ggpth — ng lenger wold<? he tarie — 205 

into the toun, unto a pot^ecarie, 
and preyde hym that he hym wolde selle 
som poysoim, that he myghte his^ rattes quelle; 
and §§k th§r was a pglcat in his hawe, 
that, as he seyd^, his^ capouns hadd^ yslawe, 210 

and fayn he wolde wr^k^ hym, if he myghte, 
on vermyn that destroyed hym by nyghte. 
The pot^ecaritf an'swerd^, *and thou shalt have 
a thyng that, alsg God my sgule save, 
in al this world th§r is ng creature 215 

that ^ie or dronk^ hath of this confiture 
noght but the mountaunc^ of a corn of wh^te, 
that he ne shal his Hf angn forl^te: 
y§, sterv^ he shal, and that in lasse while 
than thou wolt gggn a paas nat but a mile; 220 

this poysoun is sg strgng and violent/ 



PAI^'DOA'ER S TALE. 

This cursed man hath in his hpnd jhent 
this poysoun in a box ; and sith he ran 
iiilo the nexle strete, unto a man, 
and borwed of hym large bolcls thre : 
and in the two his poysoun poured he ; 
the thridde he kepte eigne for his drynke : 
for al the nyght he shoop hym for lo swyuke 
in caryinge of the gold out of that place. 
And ■whan this liolour, with sory grace, 
hadd« filtfd with ivyn his« grgte botels thre, 
ti5 hise felawfs agayn repaireth he. 

What nedelh it to sernion^ of it mggre? 
for right as they haddi; cast his d^gth bifggre, 
right sg they han hym slayn, and that angn. 
And whan that this was doon, thus spak that pgn, 
' Now lal us sitte and drynk«, and make ua nierie, 
and afterward we wol his body berie.' 
And with that word it happed hym par cas 
15 take llie hotel (h^r (he poysoun was, 
and drank, and jaf his felaw* drynke aisp, 
for which angn they slorven bpLhe two. 

But certes i sup/ps^ that Avycgn 
wrppt nfvere in np canoun n? in np fen 
mg wonder sl^es of empoisonyng 
than haddif this? wrecches two ^r her cndyng, 
Thus ended been ihise homycides two, 
and 5{k (he fals* empoyson^r; alsg. 
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The order is alphabetical, except that words beginning with the 
prefix y" must be sought under their root : yth^ed under /, &c. 
Words that cannot be found under i must be sought under y^ 
and vice versa. 



abyen, atone for, suffer for. 

achat, purchase. 

aohatour, buyer. 

acloyen, over-burden. 

a-drad, afraid. 

affile, file, polish. 

afl^ayen, startle. 

al, all; entirely, completely — 
' 9ver al,' everywhere ; * al be,' 
although; * with alle,' com- 
pletely. 

al, awl. 

alder-best, best of all. 

aider-next, next, nearest of all. 

ale-stake, sign-post. 

al-gate, always. 

Algezir, Algeciras (in Spain). 

Alisaundre, Alexandria. 

alsg, as ; also. 

a-mys, amiss, unfavorably. 

anlas, dagger. 

an-911, anon, at once ; forthwith. 

an9n-riglit, at once. 

apiked, trimmed. 

aray, array; magnificence (in 
dress and armour). 

arive, landing (of troops). 

arrerage, arrears. 

assent, consent, conspiracy. 

assoillen, absolve. 

assoilling, absolution. 

atte=:at the — *a. beste,' in the 
best style. 

attempre, tempered, mild. 

atyr, ornament; dress. 

Austyn, St. Augustine. 

aut§r, altar. 

avauncen, advance, profit. 



avauutour, boaster, 
aventure, chance, adventure, 
avisement, deliberation, 
avisen, contemplate, consider. 

reflex, consider. 
avouterie, adultery. 
avow, vow. 
a-wrf ken, avenge, 
azen, ask ; call for, provoke, 
ay, always. 

balled, bald. 

barre, ornament. 

bawdryk, belt. 

beggestf re, female beggar. 

be-hpten, promise. 

Belmarye, a kingdom in Africa. 

Beneit, Benedict. 

bente, meadow. 

be-setten, beset; apply, em- 
ploy, utilise. 

be-sprengen, sprinkle, bedew. 

besy, busy, bisy, busy, anxious. 

besynesse, fussiness. 

bet, better ; quickly (?), 

be-wryen, betray. 

beyen, buy. 

bisetten, see besetten. 

bit, pres, indie. 3 sg. ^bidden, 
ask, bid. 

blenden, blind. 

blent, see blenden. 

b-ly ve, quickly. 

b9de, offer ; announcement, mes- 
sage. 

b9lden, become bold. 

bone, request, wish. 

boras, borax. 



p 
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bfird, table— 'the b.bidnnrn,' 


cooaeil, adviije; ddibcration ; ^^M 




sit at tlie liead of the tabic ; 






lake Ibc lend. 


coutraire, conti-arv ; adversary. ^^^| 




bote, remedy. 


cooye, mbbit. ^^H 




bourden, jcsl. 


cop, ^^M 




bracer, am-guatd. 


c^pe, a pricf^t s clonk. ^^H 




brawn, mnscle. 


cfirslie, heart, spirit, di^posi- . ^^M 




brennan, bum. 






bret-ful, brimful. 






bryd, young bird ; bird. 


coTupcioun, destroyer. ^^H 




bukke, he-goat ; buck. &tag. 


cast, condition, nature — ' for no ^^H 










ment (of a song) ; bass. 


CDOohsn, lay ; trim, prepare, ^H 




burfteys, burgess, citiien, 


^M 




but, bal: DQless; but if, un- 


coude, fret, o/oaxi. ^^H 




less. 


oouutour, auditor, controller, ^^^H 




buzumnesse, obedience, dicer- 


arithmetician; abacus, count ^^^H 










byWer, builder. 






cm, knows; cm. 


oouth, known. ^^^H 




cMtrayna, oaroyne, cnnion, 


coMfhe, ftel. o/ta.-a. ^^^H 






coverobef, cap. ^^H 




oarl, fellovi'. 


cdvine, deceit. ^^^^H 




ctirpen, talk. 


erafty, skilful. ^^H 




CBSten, ca^t ; devise. 


CTaaeii, break- ^^H 




catel, property. 


criatofre, brooch. ^^^H 




cfiint, girdle. 


^^^H 




OB lie, small nionostcry. 


crop, Iree-to|>, shout. ^^^H 


L 


ceruoe, white lead. 


croys, ^^H 


1 


j^Dhftped, inlaid. 


crul, curly. ^^H 


1 




oryke, creek. ^^H 


\ 




ouimyiiB, knowledge, skili. ^^^H 










ment for chasting mass. 


^^1 










state of mind, cheer; behaviour; 


dalinusoe, gossip. ^^H 




friendliness, ftiendly recepliou. 


dame, lady, danic— ' m^ A.,' my ^^H 




chorl, fellow; churl. 


^H 




ohSgeo, choose. 


dauDggr, control, authority ^^^H 




ohevygaaunoe, I'lan. 






chivaliie, knighthood, life of a 


da-uuierous, atiogant ^^^H 




fcnighl, chivalry. 


dauuten, subdue. ^^^H 




chyvacbie, military expedition. 


dayea-ye. daisy. ^^^H 




campai),Ti. 


defaut, failure, fault. ^^H 




olsne, sweet, spiced wine. 


degre, rank ; manner. ^^H 




clspen, caU ; name. 


dgl , part, portion ; quan tity. ^^H 




clerk, student, scholar. 


delioasfe, luxury, dainli?>ess. ^^^H 




cpldo. coldness, chill. 


delyvere, active, o^ilc. ^^^H 


M 


cClpouii, shred, bundle. 


deporten, dividi', skaic. ^^^H 
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depeynten, cover with paint- 
ings; paint. 

despitous, merciless, unkind. 

desport, sport, play, liveliness. 

d^th, death — * the d.,* the plague. 

devisen, tell, describe. 

deyntd, valuable ; dainty, luxury. 

deys, dais, platform. 

digue, dignified, proud, reserved. 

disohevele, with loose hair. 

dispenoe, expenditure. 

distraynen, strain, pull. 

dom, judgment, decision. 

don, do ; cause, have. 

doute, doubt — * out of d.,* with- 
out doubt. 

dr^dful, timid ; terrible. 

dressen, prepare. 

dr5ghte, drought, dryness. 

dryen, suffer. 

dyken, dig a ditch. 



oege, edge. 

^'fe, eke, also. 

eiles, else. 

embr9uded, embroidered. 

emperice, empress. 

en-bpsed, foaming at the mouth. 

engendrure, breeding. 

enointen, anoint. 

ensaumple, example. 

entente, attention ; intention ; 
state of mind, will ; opinion. 

entre-mf s, entremets^ interval. 

entremften, refi. meddle with. 

entriken, ensnare, seize. 

envyen, envy ; emulate, strive. 

envyned, stored, provided with 
wine. 

erce-dfken, arch-deacon. 

errour, error, uncertainty. 

eschaunge, exchange. 

§sen, make easy, accommodate. 

espie, spy. 

espien, espy. 

estat, rank, dignity ; condition. 

estatlich, estatly, steady, re- 
liable ; stately. 

^sy, moderate. 



f ven, level, even ; impartial ; 

average, 
f ver-in-gn, continually, 
eyre, air. 

faoound, eloquent. 

facounde, eloquence. 

fadme, fathom, 3rard. 

faldyng, coarse cloth. 

fallen, fall ; happen, occur. 

faren, travel ; prosper — fare, 
noun hap ; ' gvel fare,* ill-luck. 

farsen, stuff. 

fgle, many. 

fen, chapter. 

fer, far. 

ferde, see feren. 

fere, companion ; mate. 

feren, go ; fare, behave. 

fer-forth, far ; * 59 f.,' to such 
a degree. 

feme, distant. 

ferre, farther. 

ferrest, farthest, most distant. 

ferther, farther. 

ferthyug, farthing-; small por- 
tion, speck. 

fest, fist, hand. 

fetis, well-made, neat, elegant. 

fette, pret. ^fecohen, fetch. 

fithele, fiddle. 

flaume, flame. 

fles, fleece. 

fleten, float. 

floyten, play the flute. 

folk, people ; kind. 

fgnden, try. 

for, for ; because ; against ; to 
avoid. 

for-beden, forbid. 

for-by, prp. past. 

for-drdnken, dead drunk. 

for-loyne, halt. 

formel, female of a bird of prey, 
mate. 

former, prior, earlier. 

forneys, furnace ; fireplace — ' f. 
of a Igd,' fire under a cauldron. 

for pampred, over pampere<l. 

forpyned, worn out with lor- 
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meiils, waskd ai>:iy, i.orn 


Bi^ve, ^^1 


out. 


gr^pen, feel, groiie ; lest. ^^^B 
ground, ground, bottooi, founda- ^^^H 


fora, matter, consequence. 


fortimea, make fortunate. 




forward, agreement. 


ETfa, (grey^ fur. ^^H 


for-werj, oveflired, rery wary. 


sypoirn, jaeket. ^^H 


for- why, becanse. 


gfterne, guitar. ^^H 


father. load. 




fot-hpt, ' fool-hot,' imp.atitni !o 


hBbnrgeouB, suiall coat of mail. ^^H 




balun, draw, attract. ^^H 


foul, fowel, bird. 


h&lf, side— 'at ^on] Goddes h,' ^^M 


founden, found, build. 


for God's sake. ^^H 


ftankalejn, sqnire. 


balDwen, halloo, drive »itli ^^H 
hats, neck, ^^H 


goleiitSiie, kind of sauce. 


KAlims&le, the caot of sweet 




cypeniE. 


ban — haven, bave. ^^^H 


awnon, play— 'hira fiftmed,' he 


hardily, certainly. ^^M 


was happy. 


bOTlDtrie, looseness, wanton ^^^| 


gan, !tt giimeii. 


nesse: bulToonery. ^^^H 




harm, injury, grievance. ^^^H 




harnaiaen, equip. ^^^H 


gauden, adorn. 




Oaunt, Ghent. 




goaunt, giant. 


haunt, practice, skill. ^^^H 


gent, noble, elegant, accom- 


hauntan, follow after, piaclisc, ^^H 


plished. 


hautayn, haughty. ^^H 




hawe, euclosnre, yard. ^^H 


Kgre, gear, instruments, nppa- 




IIltllG. 


h;le,-henlhig, health. ^^H 




faeime, bence. ^^^H 


Oeinftde, Granada. 


benten, seize, lake hold of ; get. ^^^^| 


gemer, gamer, com loft 


Df p, ^^H 


SildoD, golden. 




ginnen, tegin. 


terda, pnl. o/heren. ' hear.' ^^M 


glpaer, pouch. 


herds, keeper of cattle, shcp- ^^H 


girl, young man or ivomsn. 


^H 


Biw,Wuner,»ay. 


haraa, hearse, decorated bier. ^^^H 




hert, ^^H 


gobet, piece. 


herte, heart. ^^H 


g81e, talk, gabble. 


lijtbanaBBe, he.-ithcndom, hca- ^^^H 


goliardeyi, tpongcr. 
gpn, go : apply oneself. 




bette, SCI bgten, ^^H 


gSvernatinoa, managtmcut. 


hette, prel of h^ten, ' heat,' ^^H 


grauntan, agree. 1 


heyre, adj., of horsehair. ^^^H 


Krtf, ti-ievonce. 


iiighte, sti hgten, ^^^H 


grst, big-' the grjtc.' the sub- 




Btwicc: 'the Urfte S^.' the 


bolm, holm-oak. ^^^H 


Mediterranean. 


holt, ^^H 


grevAilnoe, injury, annoyance. 





n no GLOssAfir. ^^^H 


1 hOstBlrje, dwelling ; inn. 


lesen, lose; destroy. ^^^| 


r hostllSr, inn-kecper. 


U<t ( = 1usl% pleasure. . -^H 


1 hpte, hotly, fervently. 


leiten, stc Uaten. ^^H 


\. hgten, be named. 


Iften, let ; leave. ^^H 


y ' bound, dog : hound. 


lettan, hinder ; abstain, cease. ^^H 


[ himte, hunter. 


Iiettpir, Lithuania. ^^H 


1 hyen, hasten. 


letuiHo, electuary. ^^H 


1 hyne, farm -sen-ant. 


leven, believe. ^^H 


1 


l^Tsn, leave ; omit. ^^H 


1 ilka, some. 
P infect, invalid. 


Ifwed, t«y(inani ; ignorantil^^H 


( inne, adv., ia. 


i angler, talker, hnbbler. 
jape, jest, trick. 


liaten,leateii,»i^. i/u/^/-^.—' hin^^^l 
liste,' he desired, it was h^^^H 


jst, style, fashion. 


humour . . ^^^^^H 


jurton, joust, tilt, engage in a 


lilestere,'dyer. ^^| 


Conraaraent. 




loft, height ; upper room — ' on^^^^H 


harf, sec karven. 


lofte, a lofte." aloft. ^^ 


ken^kyn, race, rnmily-'sl 


l^nge, oJv., lot a long time. 


ken," rannkind, everyone. 


loagh, frtl. ef laushon. 


kSpe, heed. 


ISve-dayea, love-days, days for 


kepen, keep; keep clear (of 


settling disputes amicably. 


pirates), guard : watch. 


without lawsuits. 


kSpare, keeper, head. 


liicB, pike. 


kerven, ciil r carve. 




knure, knot in wood ; a thick- 


Xiyays, in Armenia. 




lykeroua, Inxurious, lecherous. ^^^ 


knfi™, boy, servant, 
knotten^knytten, knit, join. 


If mSrs, greyhound. ^^^H 


lymytoui, mendicant friar. ^^H 






kyd, pic.frl. of kjtben. make 


roaiBler, master, <dr. ^^H 


known. 




kf nds, nature ; bind. 








Iftdda. //■«/. g/'lgden 'lead.' 


miko, mate. ' 


iBfCe, pret. of Igvon ' leave.' 


TnakeD, make ; compose, draur 


lambyssh, lamblike. 


tip. _ , ^^H 


Iftrge, large, wide, long ; liberal. 




l&s, lat:e, thong. 


poetry. ^^H 


latoun, kind of brass. 


male, trunk, portmanteau. ^^H 


Ittunde, glade, lawn. 


roannoipla, manciple, ciierer. ^^^1 


1 Ifturor, lanrel. 


may, can ; may. ^^H 


laaar, leper. 


mede, reward, wages ; bribery. ^^^^| 


l?d, canldron. 


mf nen, complain ; mean. ^^^^| 


If den, lead ; convey, c:iit- 






mesobef, misfortune. ^^^^| 


lenser, comp. of l^ng. 


n]eBaftgeiie>, message-cany ing^^^H 


Ifren, leach ; [earn. 


pandering, intrigue. ^^^^| 



Ci-OSSARY. Ill ^^H 


met, pi-n. i,ulic. 3 sii'S- "f 


□fte-aitliBB, often. ^^| 


rngton. 


^□, one — 'after ^n,' of uniform ^^^| 






mften, dieam, pers. and iiupus. 


9nea, of one mind ; once. ^^^| 


melte, prl. of ta^tsa, ' Aiesm,' 


Ore-wella, Orwell, the puit of ^^M 


aorfo/moten, 'meet.' 


Harwich. ^H 


movBn, move. 


orlgRO. clock. ^H 


■ca^,adj.plur.mast- 


other, other. ^^H 


taanaaX, sore, ganerenc. 


gther, ^^H 


™m,.Ml», lo^l.E-oilk. 




mortrcwes, n kind of soup. 


outT&ee, excess, luxury. ^^^| 


"i^'em^mTngf" ^ ' * "*■ 


oulrely, utterly, .entirely. ^^1 




iB9t, signal. 




met, ought to ; miA^t. 


gvar-sheton, overshoot ; refex. ^^H 


raountaanoe, nmoiitit. 


go too far. ^H 


mows, see may. 




mnohe, big; ranch. 


pBoeo, pass by, surpass. ^^H 


muwe. roewe, coaii for fatlenine 


PAlatfe, I'alathia. in Asin ^^1 


fowls. 


^H 


mysseii, mi^s, fail. 


par 0^, bf chance. ^^M 


myster, craft, profession, trade. 


parcol, portion ; detail, account. ^^H 




par-de, by God. ^H 


na, no, not 


pardouar, seller of indnl- ^H 


nam, iia», 4c., am not, was not 


gences. ^^H 




porflt, peT&t, perfect. ^^M 


nfttiire, nature; kind. race. 


poTToli, park. ^^^1 


jie, rot; neither— 'ne . . tie," 


papvtB, portico of St. Paul's ^H 


neither . . nor. 


(where the la«Ters met). ^H 


Wembpot, Nimrod. 


pfia. paue-'Egn a p.,' go at a ^H 


nf t, cattle. 


foot-pace. ^^H 


afT6r-»-d5el, not at all. 


pa.asen, (sur)pa8S. ^H 


npnea — ' for the n.,' for the 


pay(al, satisfaction. ^H 


nonce, on the occasin,,. 


payen, please, content ; pay. ^^M 


NortMolk, Notfolk- 


paysyble, peaceful. ^^M 


npHS-tblzlaa, nostrils. 


pen, grey cloth. ^^H 


not-newpt. 


peraaiin, parish priest. ^^H 


ngte, melody : note. 


peynen, trouble— 'peyned hire,' ^^H 


not-hgd, crop-hea<i. 


look trouble, endeavoared. ^^H 


payuten, depict, paint. ^^H 


nfoe, foolish. 




Dfoete, follv. 




srl, will not. 


piled, bald ; thin-haired. ^^| 


nyghteii. be night. 


pil£r, pillar, column. ^^H 


nyghter-tUe, night -time. 


pilwe-ber, pillow-case. ^^H 




pipere, piper. ^H 


oBIos, ofitce. Bceulat apjioinl- 


pitnunce, allowance of food. ^^H 




plate, ormonr. ^^H 


ol&yiige, offering in the ciiurch 


pie, plea, arirumenC. ^^^H 


on Relic-Sundny. 


pLuuic plcnn. ^H 
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plftyng, pleading. 

pleyn, full. 

pleyn, playn, flat, smooth, 

straight, 
pleynen, mourn, 
pleynly, plainly, clearly, 
pleynt, complaint, 
plowman, petty farmer, 
pp-kok, peacock, 
pomely, dappled, 
popynjay, parrot, 
poraille, poor people, 
port, deportment, 
post, post, pillar, support, 
pothecarie, apothecary, 
poudre-marchaunt, flavouring 

powder, a kind of curry 

powder, 
ponnage, swine's food, 
poynaunt, strong - flavoured, 

piquant, 
present, immediately, 
presse, pr^se, press, hurry ; 

crowd ; mould, 
pressen, prison, press, 
prest, ready, 
preve, proof, 
preven, prove. 

prikasour, (spurrer), hard rider, 
priken, prick ; spur ; incite, 
prikyng, (spurring), hard riding, 
prime, prime, nine o'clock, 
prive, private, secret, 
proces, course of time. 
Pruce, Prussia. 

prys, renown, value, price, prize, 
pulled, plucked, 
purchas, gains, proceeds (of 

beczging). 
purchacen, gain ; buy. 
purchasoup, conveyancer, 
purchasyng, conveyancing, 
purfilen, embroider, garnish, fur. 
purtreyen, draw, 
pynchen, pinch, pleat — 'p. at,* 

find fault with, 

quellen, kill, 
querne, hand-mill. 
quTten, requite, pay. 



quod, quoth. 

radde,/r^/. ofT^den. 

ra^e, madness, excitement 

ragen, play, romp. 

rape, hurry, haste. 

raughte, /r^/. ^rfohen. 

recchel^s, careless. 

recchen, reck, care. 

re-ohasen, drive back, head 
back. 

rfchen, reach — *r. after,' help 
oneself to. 

rg d, advice ; opinion. 

r§de-l§s, without counsel, per- 
plexed. 

r^den, read ; advise. 

regaUe, authority. 

relayes, fresh supply. 

rennen, run. 

rennynge, running. 

rente, income. 

replicacioun, answer. 

r^soun, reason ; opinion ; dis- 
cussion, matter of argument. 

reste, rest — *whan the sonne 
was to reste,' when the sun 
was at rest (had set) — * at his 
reste,* at home. 

reve, bailiff. 

reverence, respect ; dignity. 

reule, rule. • 

reward, regard, consideration. 

reysen, make an expedition, in- 
road. 

rial, royal. 

right, right, rightly ; exactly. 

rightful, righteous. 

roghte, see recohen. 

rpte, a kind of harp. 

rouncy, nag. 

rounden, assume a round form. 

route, company, troop. 

Buoe, Russia. 

rudddk, redbreast. 

riisen, use tricks ; escape. 

ry ven, pierce. 

sad, sober ; steady, settled. 
sangwyn, red cloth. 
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SatBlje, Altnliii, in Am Miiii.r. 


slit, firs, of Blidan, slide, slip. ^^^| 


sauf, save, save, except. 


smal, narrow: small. ^^^| 


' aoutrie, psaltcrv, a kiii.l of 


jimeFte, pain : painful ; shaiply. ^^^H 


slriDged iastmment. 


emerteu. hurt, smart — 'him ^^^H 




siiierte,' he was unhappy. ^^^H 


pimpled fare. 


Buewen, snow ; abounil. ^^^1 


Hcolled, scurvy. 


auybben, rebuke. ^^^| 


acaraly, sparingly, frngtilly. 


sdlQin, solitary, alone. ^^H 


Bcatha, hann, pity. 


som.dfl, sumeivhnt. ^H 


staance, knowledge, learning. 


BSmnour, sunimoncr, !ip[iari[or. ^^^| 


BcBleyon, go to the Univeisilv, 


Bom-tf me, onee. ,^^H 


sturiy. 


Both, tme; truth-Tor e.' In ^^H 


Bcryreya, scribe. 


tnith, ceitninly. ^^^^| 


sf, sea— 'the Gifle S9,' Medi- 


BOQii, sannd. ^^^^| 




eounen, sound 1 cuuduiie tn. ^^^^| 


Becre, secret 1 discreet. 


BOUTOB, Lucks of the third ^^^H 


Bok, uk, sici:, ill. 






Bp'itae, space; oucasion : course ^^H 


Hen, see— 'God yoiv- sc," nmy 


of ^H 


God protect you. 


sparen, spare ; abstain. ^^H 


aendal, a kind of silk. 


spar.haiik, ^patiow-hauk. ^^^H 




BpiUen, destroy. ^^M 


wrryaable, ready to Le ol ser- 


Bture, stacling. ^^H 


vice, helpful. 


Btemen, shine. ^^^^ 


•Bt-Bctteth. 


Btenten { = Eliutcn), slop. i 


BBthen, boil, stew. 


BteiTB, star. 


■hapen, shape, crenle : devise— 


Bterry, Elarry. 


' ahoop him,' intended. 


Btgp, steep, deep; bright. 


Bb&ply, of cood shape, ahapely ; 


fitted, fit. 


Btsvea, voice. 


aheld, shield ; (French) crown. 


Btirten, start. 




Btot, stallion. 


spoil. 


aloujidB. period of time. ^^ 


1 Bhene, bright, beaoliful, 


Btreit, narrow; strict; Btrsite, ^^1 


aheter, shooter. 


strike, haiilc. ^^| 


shfltten, shut. 


tnir-rtve, (shire-reeve^ sheriff. 


Btr^nga, strongly. ^^| 


ab^Iyprlt. p/ahouven. 


slroyer, destraver. ^^H 


shop, fret 0/ Bhapen. 


sttiws, stewa, li^h.poud. ^^H 


Bhouven, push. 


Bwinh, sucb. ^^H 


shrewe, villain. 


Bwota, sweet. ^^H 


nhriven, shrive, confess. 




sik«rly, certainly. 


Bvroueh, sonnd. ^^^H 


silh, afterwards, then, i,uice ; 


Bwynk, awynken, Inbour, toil, ^^^| 


Bith that, since. 


^^^1 


alttyngest, most suitable. 


awynkare, labourer. ^^^1 


Bkil, discernment. Kiyiaily, 


BWytha, slroHgly, very, much; ^^^1 




^^H 


■krl-mily. rciSTiiiirtMy. 


^^1 


■ipi, ilay. kill. 


^jjl^l^^^fl 
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tabard, sleeveless coat, smock 
frock. 

table dormaunt, a standing 
table, table always ready. 

taffata,taffety, a kind of thin silk. 

tallage, impost. 

taille — * tok by t.,* took on 
credit. 

tapicer, upholsterer. 

tappestere, female tapster, bar- 
maid. 

targe, shield. 

tempesten, reflex, trouble one- 
self. 

tercel, tercelet, male eagle or 
hawk. 

terme, period ; expression — * in 
termes han,' express, define. 

termynen, determine, settle. 

text, quotation, remark. 

than, then. 

thdn, prosper. 

thenchen, thenken, think. 

th§r, there — * th. as,* where. 

thfr-to, besides. 

^h§wed — *wel ith.,* of good 
morals, virtuous. 

thing, thing ; agreement, docu- 
ment — *for any thing,' at all 
cost. 

thg, then. 

thoghte, pret. ^thenohen and 
thynken. 

thorp, village. 

thridde, third. 

thries, thrice. 

thrpwe, moment. 

thynken, seem. 

tollen, take toll, allowance. 

top, crown of head. 

to-renden, tear in pieces. 

Tramyssene, kingdom in Africa. 

tretys, well-shaped. 

trdmpe, trumpet. 

trduthe, fidelity, truth. 

tukked, tucked, coated. 

twSye, two. 

typet, hood, cowl. 

un-commytted, not delegated. 



ungr5bbed, not dug round, 
un-korven, unpruned. 
un-kynde, unnatural ; unkind, 
unn^the, not easily, scarcely, 
unto, unto ; until, 
usage, usaiince, habit. 

valence, a fine cloth. 

vavasour, squire, country gen- 
tleman. 

venerie, hunting. 

vemycle, an ornament; a mi- 
niature picture of Christ. 

verray, time ; truly, very. 

vileynye, brutality, an3rthing 
ungentlemanly. 

waker, watchful, vigilant. 

war, wary, cautious ; aware. 

waren, warn. 

wastel — *w. brgd,' fine bread. 

wawe, wave. 

waxen, grow. 

way ten, watch, look out for. 

webbe, weaver. 

weder, weather; storm. 

welde, dyer's rocket (a plant). 

welky pret. ^walken. 

welked, withered. 

wenen, think. 

wf re, weir. 

werreyen, wage war. 

westen, go west. 

what, what; why — *what . . 
what,* partly . . partly. 

whelk, pimple. 

whfr = whether. 

which, which, of what kind. 

whndm, formerly, once upon a 
time. 

why, why — * for why,' because. 

wissly, certainly. 

wissen, direct, guide. 

with-h9lden,keep in retirement. 

wp, woe ; unhappy. 

wod, mad. 

wpd, woad. 

wdnder, wonder ; wonderfully. 

wdne, custom. 

wSrthy, of high rank, distin- 
guished, respectable. 
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wgt, knows, 
wrastlyng, wrestling. 
WTf ker, avenger ; punisher. 
{irympel, covering for the neck. 
rwympled, with a neck-cloth, 
wynken, wink, doze. 

yaf,/r^/. ^yiven. 

ye, eye. 

yeddyng, reciting ballads. 



yeldhalle, guildhall. 

yeman, upper servant, ret.ainer. 

yerde, rod ; sceptre ; rule. 

yeme, willingly, eagerly. 

yet, yet, besides. 

yiven, give— *y. of,' value. 

y9Pe, long ago, for a long time ; 

*y9re agg,' for a long time, 

long ago. 



THE END 
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